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Your Choices for Post-16 Education
Eich dewisiadau ar gyfer Addysg ôl-16
Up to now, one of the main issues on your mind will have been GCSE examinations, the results of which
are scheduled to be published on Friday 26th August, 2021. After the examinations many choices are
available and decisions have to be made.
There are three different learning pathways open to you:
YEAR 11

SIXTH FORM

COLLEGES OF
FURTHER EDUCATION

EMPLOYMENT OR
WORK-BASED LEARNING

This prospectus is designed to help those joining us for the first time in Year 12 and those of you who feel
you may want to return for a sixth or seventh year at Treorchy. The latter may think this is the easiest
choice because you are familiar with the school and have some ideas of what life in the Sixth Form will
be like. However, several questions need to be asked, e.g.
What can I study?
When do I have to decide the course I will follow and who can help me reach a decision?
What other opportunities are available to me?
Is there any financial assistance available?
What is there beyond the Sixth Form?
The following pages provide answers to these questions.

RESPEC T, RESPONSIBILIT Y, A SPIRATION | Treorchy Comprehensive School

|

3

Treorchy Sixth Form
Y Chweched Dosbarth yn Nhreorci
Entry Requirements
The Sixth Form is an open Sixth Form which welcomes students of all abilities. However it is important students
possess an acceptable attendance, punctuality and behaviour record as this will give them the best possible
chance of success as they embark on the next stage of their learning.
Post 16 study is demanding and students will need to have demonstrated their ability to cope with the courses
they are considering. Students should discuss their options with staff of those subjects being considered for
Sixth Form study. As part of the option process, all students applying to the Sixth Form will receive an interview
at the beginning of Year 12.
The focus of the interview is to reflect on students’ potential options and their commitment to Sixth Form
study. This interview is an important part of the Sixth Form induction programme.
As a guide, students would be expected to obtain grades A*-C at GCSE/Pass BTEC L2 in the subject they wish
to study at AS level/BTEC L3, but students should confirm with their teacher the minimum grade required. It is
possible, in some instances, to study a subject in Years 12 and 13 that has not been studied in Key Stage 4 e.g.
Business, IT, Engineering. In these cases the overall GCSE performance of the student will be taken into account
when deciding suitability for the course.
Past Successes
The record of successes at level 3 over recent years has been very good indeed. In 2020 the overall pass rate
(Grades A* to E) was 99.5%. 75% of all overall grades were A*-C.
As a result, a very high proportion of students obtain entry to degree courses at universities and other
educational institutions throughout the United Kingdom and beyond. Some students go directly to employment
or training after the Sixth Form.
Collaboration with other Education Providers
This year we continue our partnership Ysgol Hen Felin Training Centre. This will give our students the
opportunity to be based at Treorchy but extend their Learning Pathway by accessing courses off site.
At level 1 and 2, to broaden students’ options, we are offering courses in Vocational Studies and Teaching
Assistant qualifications.
EMA
Students in Wales who choose to remain in full time education after the age of 16 may be entitled to claim
EMA payments. This is dependent on a number of factors including household income. EMA forms will be
available in school during the summer term or can be downloaded by visiting www.studentfinancewales.co.uk.
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Learning Pathways Post-16
As students move into Post 16 education they will need to plan carefully their learning pathway.
The learning pathway should include all learning experiences and not just formal learning experiences. There
are also learning experiences which are non-formal and informal.

FORMAL

NON FORMAL

INFORMAL

Organised learning
opportunities leading to
approved qualifications:

Organised programmes that
may lead to accreditation
but are typically outside
the National Qualifications
Framework (NQF):

Wider experiences normally
without formal recognition:

(GCE A levels and AS levels,
BTEC, NVQ, Skills Challenge
Certificate)

(Duke of Edinburgh,
Community Sports Leader
Award, Engineering Education
in Wales Scheme)

(Extra curricular activities,
hobbies, part time
employment, citizenship
activities)

Entry into Treorchy Sixth Form gives students the opportunity to develop each of these learning pathways to
build up a well-rounded learning experience.
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Formal Learning Pathways
Level 3 Study
The following arrangements apply to all those students wishing to study at Treorchy next year.
AS and A levels
A levels are based on four, five or six units of study. They are approximately equal in size.
Two or three of these units make up an AS or Advanced Subsidiary course, representing the first 40% of an
A level.
These units are normally assessed during Year 12 in May and June.
The subject does not necessarily have to be continued in Year 13.
Sixth Form students choose to study no more than 4 AS subjects in Year 12. Students must be aware that
some universities ask for a minimum of 4 AS qualifications for certain courses. The guidance interview in
September will offer an opportunity to discuss this with a member of staff.
The other two or three units of the full A Level are studied in Year 13. They are known as A2 and will be
examined in June of Year 13.
Most AS/A2 units are assessed through formal examinations although certain subjects will include
coursework or practical modules.
In addition to AS/A2 courses, all post 16 students will follow the Advanced Skills Challenge Certificate.
BTEC /Vocational courses
BTEC Level 3 subjects are offered at the following levels: Subsidiary Diploma (1 A level equivalent); Diploma
(2 A level equivalent); Extended Diploma (3 A level equivalent).
The amount of units studied will depend on the qualification the student wishes to achieve.
The BTEC subject does not necessarily have to continue into Year 13 but the majority of students continue
their BTEC studies for 2 years.
In addition to BTEC courses, all post-16 students will follow the Advanced Skills Challenge Certificate.
For some students a mixture of AS/A2 courses alongside a BTEC/Vocational course is appropriate.
The Skills Challenge Certificate
The core of the revised Skills Challenge Certificate
will have a clear focus on the following skills:

These skills will be developed, applied and assessed
through the completion of four ‘Challenges’ which are:

Literacy

The Individual Project

Numeracy

Global Citizenship Challenge

Digital literacy

Enterprise and Employability Challenge

Critical thinking and Problem Solving

Community Challenge

Planning and Organisation
Creativity and Innovation
Personal Effectiveness

6 | Treorchy Comprehensive School | RESPEC T, RESPONSIBILIT Y, A SPIRATION

Examination Fees for Re-sits
Students in Years 12 and 13 will be asked to contribute approximately £18 - £30 towards the cost of each AS/
A2 module they wish to re-sit. Students will not be charged for re-sits in GCSE Maths and English. Subject to
satisfactory attendance at resit lessons.
Making the Decision and Obtaining Help
Students will not be required to make any final decisions about courses until September, after the examination
results. However, option columns will be finalised by this point and students will only be able to take one
subject in each option column.
Various combinations of subjects and qualifications are possible. The general usefulness of each combination
does, however, need to be considered in the light of opportunities beyond the Sixth Form, in employment
and higher education. For example, if a student wishes to study Medicine at university, Chemistry at A level
is essential. University websites should be used to research courses students are interested in, to discover
which A levels are required. Mrs Murray and Mrs Harvey should be consulted if students have any problems,
or questions, about the combination of subjects they wish to study.
Size of groups
Groups in the Sixth Form are generally smaller than in Years 7 – 11. Students will, therefore, have closer
contact with Learning Coaches and subject tutors. Students will be expected to take far more responsibility
for their own education but there will be opportunities to discuss progress with Learning Coaches and subject
tutors throughout the course.
The Option Process
Year 11 students will receive a variety of guidance in order to assist them in making their choices including:
Year 11 Options Evening
Individual Options Interviews
Options Information
Students will complete a draft options form. This option trawl will be used to design the Options columns.
However, please note that the final options columns will be determined by student subject choice, and
non-viable courses may not run.
Enrolment into the Sixth Form will take place on the GCSE results day, 26th August, 2021.
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Non Formal and Informal Learning
Pathways Post-16
There are numerous extra curricular activities available to Sixth Form students such as:
Buddy System

Music and Drama Productions

Careers Events

Netball Academy

Charities Committee/Charity Work

Nurture Group

Combined Cadet Force

Orchestra and School Band

Community Sports Leaders Award

Peer Mentoring

Community Involvement

Performing Arts Activities

Customer Care Workshops

Pupil Voice

Debating Society

Reading Support

Duke of Edinburgh Award Scheme

Rugby Academy

Eco Committee

School Council

Employability Skills Workshops

Seren Hub and MAT Activities

Engineering Education in Wales Scheme

Sixth Form Ball Committee

Fair Trade Committee

Sixth Form Council

Food and Fitness Group

Sporting Activities

Football Academy

Stationery Tuck Shop

Maths and Science Peer Mentoring

UCAS Events

Sports Academies
Football Academy
Treorchy Comprehensive School has an established Football Academy as part of its Sixth Form provision.
In addition to academic pathways students who are selected to participate in this programme have
Football Academy timetabled sessions every week. Activities include:
Development of individual skills, fitness, team tactics and strategy
Coaching, game planning and match analysis
Season planning, periodization and player profiling
Off site activities including visits to Cardiff and Swansea Football Clubs and additional training facilities
Regular fixtures and entry into Welsh Cup competitions
Those students interested in participating in the programme should see Mr A Waring for further details.
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Rugby Academy
In partnership with WRU Treorchy Comprehensive School has established a Rugby Academy as part of
its Sixth Form provision. In addition to the academic pathways, students who arebselected to participate
in this programme have Rugby Academy timetabled sessions and are coached by Chris Jones and Neil
Boobyer.
Although the aim of the programme is to develop player ability there are a number of different areas of
study:
What will be studied:
Development of individual skills, fitness and team tactics and strategy.
Coaching, game planning and match analysis.
Season planning, periodization and player profiling.
Offsite visits to Cardiff Blues Clubs and WRU training facilities.
Regular fixtures against quality opposition and entry into Welsh Schools league and Welsh
Cup competitions.
The Rugby Academy has links with the following institutions:
WRU
Cardiff Blues
Rhondda Schools Rugby
Cardiff Metropolitan University
University of South Wales
Netball Academy
Treorchy Comprehensive has established a Netball Academy as part of its Sixth Form provision. In
addition to the academic pathways, students who are selected to participate in this programme will have
Netball Academy timetabled sessions every week. Activities undertaken will include:
Development of individual skills, fitness, team tactics and strategy.
Coaching, game planning and match analysis.
Season planning, periodization and player profiling.
Regular fixtures and entry into Welsh Cup competitions.
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Admissions Process for Students
New to the School
Students not currently studying in Year 11 at Treorchy are welcome to apply to join its Sixth Form.
To express initial interest, students need simply to contact the school and register their details with the
Director of Sixth Form. They will be asked their name, address, contact number and which school they
currently attend. The student is not at this point making any commitment to joining the Sixth Form; they
are simply obtaining more information. If a student is unable to attend the Year 11 Induction evening
they can contact the Director of Sixth Form to arrange a visit and tour of the school.
Once they have registered their interest and perhaps have an idea of the subjects they may wish to
study, all they need do is focus on their GCSEs. After the examinations students will be expected to enrol
into the Sixth Form on the GCSE Results day, Friday 26th August, 2021.
There is no commitment made by the student or the school until enrolment details are finalised between
both.
Enrolment Procedure
For 2021 entry, enrolment will take place between 9am and 12pm on GCSE Results Day, Friday 26th
August, 2021.
If you have any problems or require further information, please contact the Director of Sixth Form at
6th Form@treorchycomp.org.uk

Sixth Form Uniform
BOYS’ UNIFORM

GIRLS’ UNIFORM

Mid-grey trousers (not black)

Plain V-neck burgundy sweater

Mid-grey, knee length, pleated or straight
tailored skirt with black/ grey tights
or
Mid-grey tailored trousers with
black/grey socks

Sixth Form school tie

White blouse (not tailored or open-necked)

Black shoes (no boots or trainers)

Plain V-neck burgundy sweater

A plain dark outer coat
– black or navy (no grey)

Sixth Form school tie

White shirt

Black shoes (no boots or trainers)
Waterproof rucksack
A plain dark outer coat
– black or navy (no grey)
Waterproof rucksack
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The Sixth Form tie can be purchased from the approved stores.
It is expected that all Sixth Form students have the Sixth Form BURGUNDY (not red) sweaters which can
be purchased from the approved stores.
School Uniform is compulsory for all students and must be worn on the way to and from school as well
as on the school site.
Shoes should be flat – heels are unsafe in school. Because of the necessity of travelling around a very
large campus in inclement weather, students are expected to wear sensible shoes. The wearing of
training shoes or boots of any description is not permitted.
Fashion handbags are not appropriate for school.
Leather coats, denim jackets and hooded tops of any kind are not acceptable. Hooded sweatshirts are
to be worn only for P.E.
Hats and scarves must be plain black or navy. No baseball hats are permitted.
Corduroy and denim trousers are not acceptable.
Jewellery – one watch and one plain gold or silver stud earring per ear are the only pieces of jewellery
allowed. No other jewellery is permitted. All jewellery must be removed for P.E./games lessons. The
school cannot accept responsibility for items of jewellery worn to school.
Hair must be of one natural colour. No form of ‘cult’ hairstyles on students is countenanced at this
school and parents are strongly advised to seek advice on the acceptability of hairstyles that may be
considered ‘different’ before allowing their child to adopt such a style.

Support Beyond the Sixth Form
All students receive extensive guidance and support from Sixth Form staff and Careers Wales in making
decisions about their options Post-18, whether they choose to continue their studies into Higher
Education, apply for apprenticeship, seek employment or complete further training.
Those opting for Higher Education will also be supported in their applications for student finance, further
details of which can be found at www.studentfinancewales.co.uk.

Contact
Information
If you have any immediate questions please
do not hesitate to contact the Director of Sixth
Form,
Mrs J Murray
Email: 6thform@treorchycomp.org.uk
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Subject
Information
Gwybodaeth
Pwnc
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Applied ICT
Technoleg Gwybodaeth
a Chyfathrebu
Head of Department | Mr D. Gillies
Examination Board | WJEC

COURSE OUTLINE
This specification is designed to allow learners to
develop a broad range of ICT skills and knowledge
whilst providing opportunities to develop
sufficient depth of understanding to inform their
choices between further study or training.
Learners are given the opportunity to develop
knowledge and understanding of the components,
functions and applications of information systems
within a range of organisations whilst developing
an understanding of the main principles of
solving problems using ICT and develop the skills
necessary to apply this understanding.

ENTRY REQUIREMENTS

WHAT WILL I STUDY?
This specification is designed to encouraging
learners to acquire the following range of skills
through the study of realistic contexts:
Practical ICT skills
Personal organisation and time
management skills
Presentational skills
Peports and oral presentation
Personal skills: initiative and creativity
Interpersonal skills: team working, discussing
issues or problems, leading a team
Cognitive skills: investigation and research,
decision making and project planning

GCSE ICT is not required to study this
qualification.
If learners have not previously studied ICT
then we recommend that a C grade at GCSE
English and Math are advisable in order to
succeed in this qualification at AS level.
If learners have previously studied ICT, then
ideally they should have achieved at least
a C grade in order to succeed at AS level in
this qualification.
Due to the amount of controlled assessment,
good commitment to studies is also essential.
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HOW WILL I BE ASSESSED?
Leaner will need to complete:
Unit 1 and Unit 1 at AS level
Unit 3 and one other option unit as A2 level

STATUS

UNIT AND NAME

ASSESSMENT

1. eBusiness

Mandatory
AS/A Level (40%/16%)

External: 3 hour on-screen
examination

2. eSkills

Mandatory
AS/A Level (60%/24%)

Internal: Awarding body
devised assessment

3. eProject

Mandatory
A Level (24%)

4. eStudio

Select either unit 4, 5 or 6

5. eCode

6. eTransact

Optional

AS/A Level (40%/16%)
Optional

Select either unit 4, 5 or 6

AS/A Level (40%/16%)
Optional

Select either unit 4, 5 or 6

AS/A Level (40%/16%)

External: Controlled
assessment
Internal: Awarding body
devised assessment
Internal: Awarding body
devised assessment
Internal: Awarding body
devised assessment

CAREER OPPORTUNITIES AND PROGRESSION
This qualification supports progression into appropriate further/higher education, employment or
training. This specification has been designed to provide a suitable foundation for the study of ICT, or a
related area of study, at further or higher education and/or preparation for future employment.
Examples of appropriate further/higher education include
Honours and Foundation degrees in ICT or a related subject
Higher Nationals in ICT or a related subject
Level 4 and Level 3 NVQs in ICT or a related subject.
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Art and Design
Celf a Dylunio
Head of Department | Mrs N Jones
Examination Board | WJEC

COURSE OUTLINE
Students undertake the WJEC AS GCE in Fine Art
during Year 12, and the WJEC A Level GCE in Fine
Art during Year 13.
Art is a subject that requires students to consider
individual, moral, ethical, social, cultural and
contemporary issues. You need to have an
interest in and an enjoyment of the subject. The
course requires you to research, develop and
make a personal interpretation of ideas,
themes and subject matter.

ENTRY REQUIREMENTS
To succeed at AS level students should
ideally have achieved a C at GCSE Art
(with a B in the examination). You will
need to demonstrate an ability to work
independently, to meet deadlines, to
reflect on your own ideas and the work of
others, and to communicate thoughtfully,
creatively and with regard to a high
standard of presentation.

WHAT WILL I STUDY?
In keeping with the regulatory requirements for
all AS and A level Art and Design specifications,
this course aims to encourage learners to develop:
Intellectual, imaginative, creative and intuitive
capabilities
Investigative, analytical, experimental, practical,
technical and expressive skills, aesthetic
understanding and critical judgement
Independence of mind in developing, refining
and communicating their own ideas, their own
intentions and their own personal outcomes
An interest in, enthusiasm for, and enjoyment
of art, craft and design
The experience of working with a broad range
of media
An understanding of the interrelationship
between art, craft and design processes and
an awareness of the contexts in which they
operate
Knowledge and experience of real world
contexts and, where appropriate, links to the
creative industries
Knowledge and understanding of art, craft,
design and media and technologies in
contemporary and past societies and cultures
An awareness of different roles, functions,
audiences and consumers of art, craft and
design
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HOW WILL I BE ASSESSED?
Art and Design is 100% internally marked and externally moderated. The two units of coursework;
‘Personal Creative Enquiry’ in AS, and ‘Personal Investigation’ in A level, will be internally set, internally
marked and externally moderated. The exam element ‘Externally Set Assignment’ (which is only in A
level/Year 13), will be externally set, internally marked and externally moderated.
There are 4 Assessment Objectives which all units of work will be marked against:
AO1
AO2
AO3
AO4

–
–
–
–

Contextual Understanding
Creative Making
Reflective Recording
Personal Presentation

AS
Coursework portfolio and sketchbooks (= 100% of AS mark) (This will roll on to become 40% of the full A level mark)
There is no externally set assignment/exam at AS
The coursework portfolio is based around themes and subject matter developed from personal starting
points. Candidates need to present preparatory studies, supporting studies and finished outcomes.
Sketchbooks should record and document the work presented in the portfolio.
A LEVEL
Personal Investigation (= 36% of full A level mark) (Must be presented for assessment in February)
Externally Set Assignment (= 24% of full A level mark) (Must be presented for assessment during April)
You will be expected to present a selection of work showing the independent development of personal
ideas. This will take the form of sketchbooks, specific outcomes and also must include annotations which
document the work.
‘Personal Investigation’ must also include 1000 words of continuous prose which may be written in the
form of an essay. (400 words of this must relate directly to Assessment Objective 1).
The controlled assignment is externally set and is a period of focussed study followed by 15 hours of
supervised time in which to make the final piece.

CAREER OPPORTUNITIES AND PROGRESSION
An A level in Art and Design contributes to the qualifications required to undertake a wide range of
further study in Higher Education.
Companies and organisations are trying to compete in a world of economic and technological change
that is moving faster than ever. With the new emphasis on the development of the ‘creative industries’,
employers are increasingly looking for individuals who can provide evidence of the ability to think
creatively and who can be innovative and flexible within a variety of job situations.
Skills in Art and Design contribute to the dexterity required by a number of professions and there is
a vast range occupations relating to these industries.
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Biology
Bioleg
Head of Department | Mrs J Evans
Examination Board | WJEC

COURSE OUTLINE
The Biology course provides a wide breadth
of knowledge which touches on many varied
aspects of a range of topics. These cover the
internal workings of organisms in physiology, the
interdependence of living things in ecology and
social issues, including human influences on the
environment and the ethical considerations of
genetics.

ENTRY REQUIREMENTS
Minimum entry requirement of a grade B or
above in Separate Science Biology GCSE or a
BB or above grade in additional Science; and
a C grade in Mathematics GCSE.

WHAT WILL I STUDY?
AS Biology
Unit 1: Basic Biochemistry and Cell Organisation
This unit incorporates the biochemistry and
structure which is fundamental to the functioning
of living organisms: structure and function of
biological molecules and enzymes; basic cell
structure and organisation; cell division; cell
membranes and membrane transport.

The study of Biology encourages an appreciation
of these issues and their implications as well as
providing an insight into the living world. It is
intended that the use of a variety of approaches
will stimulate interest of the subject and potential
career pathways, promote understanding and
engender an overall appreciation and sense of
wonder at the living world.

Unit 2: Biodiversity and Physiology of Body Systems
This unit is intended as an overview of a
variety of organisms with the emphasis on their
adaptations. It covers the evolutionary history
of a range of organisms including how they have
become adapted for efficient transport, nutrition,
reproduction and parasitism.

The broad objectives therefore are:

A2 Biology

To provide a broad factual base and skills
To stimulate an interest in the subject
To facilitate a critical appreciation of issues
arising from the subject
The course is taught through a variety of methods
which promote both autonomy and collaboration
through independent research, group work,
practical investigations and class teaching.
Students are encouraged to read widely around
the topics studied so developing self discipline
and building up a sound knowledge of the subject.

Unit 3: Energy, Homeostasis and the Environment
This unit involves understanding the importance
of ATP within chemical processes along with
microbiology, the importance homeostasis and
nervous system in mammals.
Unit 4: Variation, Inheritance, Neurobiology
and Behaviour
The study of variation and evolution plus genetics
and applications; including sexualreproduction in
humans and plants. Learners will also study the
brain and behaviours in animals.
Unit 5: Practical Examination
This unit gives learners the opportunity to
demonstrate their ability to carry out an investigation
and to analyse and evaluate experimental data.
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HOW WILL I BE ASSESSED?
AS Year 12

Weighting

Unit

% AS

% A2

1

Basic Biochemistry
and Cell Organisation

50

20

2

Biodiversity and
Physiology of Body
Systems.

50

20

A2 Year 13

Weighting

Unit

% A2

3

Energy, Homeostasis
and the Environment.

25

4

Variation, Inheritance
and an Option
module.

25

5

Practical assessment

10

AS Units 1 and 2 – 1hr 30 mins written assessment for each unit.
A2 Units 3 and 4 – 2hr written assessment.
A2 Unit 5 – Practical Examination; Experimental task 2 hrs and Practical Analysis task 1hr.
This is carried out on a date specified by WJEC in a controlled setting and the completed work is
submitted to an external assessor. All assessment units are available in June only.

CAREER OPPORTUNITIES AND PROGRESSION
This course provides an excellent foundation for the study of Biology or a broad range of related courses,
e.g. Biomedical Sciences, in further and higher education if desired. There are vast career opportunities
that stem from Biology studies. However, it will also provide students not intending to study Biology
at a higher level with a broad set of analytical and enquiry skills that are transferable to other future
pathways.
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Level 3 Applied Diploma in Business
Busnes
HOW WILL I BE ASSESSED?
Head of Department | Mr J Nation
Examination Board | WJEC

COURSE OUTLINE
An understanding of the business world is
relevant to most job roles within the United
Kingdom’s economy. This WJEC Level 3 Applied
Certificate in Business qualification for England
and Wales is designed to provide learners with
the underpinning knowledge, understanding
and skills associated with business activities. It
will prompt research, investigation, and review
of many aspects of business, to promote an
awareness of the career opportunities available.
This is an Applied General qualification. This
means it is designed both to support learners
progressing to university, and to provide learners
with the requisite skills and knowledge to enter
the world of work in their chosen sector.

ENTRY REQUIREMENTS
A minimum of a C in GCSE English would be
advisable. You will be constantly assessed
on the content and quality of your written
communication in the controlled assessment
and in the exam.
You will be expected to complete a lot of
literacy-based tasks throughout the course.
There is a lot of researching, reading, writing
and discussion in this course, and the ability
to articulate your findings is imperative.

Year 12
UNIT 1: Learners’ knowledge and understanding of
Unit 1 (The Organisation – Survival and Prosperity)
will be assessed in June of each year.
This external assessment will be in the form of a
2-hour terminal examination consisting of both short
and extended answer questions based around given
contexts. Learners will be expected, where relevant,
to apply their knowledge and understanding gained
from studying this unit.
UNIT 2: Learners’ knowledge and understanding of
Unit 2 (Active Marketing) will be assessed internally
using an assignment conducted under controlled
assessment conditions. Students are taught the
content for the controlled assessment, and are
given plenty of time to prepare and plan before the
controlled assessment is completed.
Student’s must pass both the exam and the controlled
assessment to be awarded with the Certificate for
year 12.
Year 13
Unit 3 (Organisational Strategies and Decision
Making) and Unit 4 (Strategies and Decision Making
for Retail Organisations) – will be assessed in June
of each year.
This external assessment will be in the form of a
2-hour terminal examination consisting of both short
and extended answer questions based around given
contexts. Learners will be expected, where relevant,
to apply their knowledge and understanding gained
not only from this unit, but also from units 1 and 2.
Learners’ knowledge and understanding of Unit 5
(Markets and Customers) will be assessed internally
using an assignment conducted under controlled
assessment conditions. Student’s are taught the
content for the controlled assessment, and are
given plenty of time to prepare and plan before the
controlled assessment is completed.
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WHAT WILL I STUDY?
Year 12
Unit 1: The Organisation: Survival and Prosperity (exam)
Organisations come in so many different forms and
sizes, and they exist for a range of reasons. What types
of organisations are there in our economy? How do
they differ from each other? Why do they need to be
different?
For example, some of the content includes:
Describe and distinguish between the main sectors
and classifications of the UK economy
Explain the relationship between an organisation’s
ownership, control and financing
Explain the value to organisations of business planning
Describe the types and roles of the main organisational
functions and structures
Analyse the nature and efficiency of information and
communication
The content has a range of criteria: explain, describe,
analyse and evaluate which assesses pupil’s ability in
research and written communication

Year 13
Unit 3: Organisational Strategies and
Decision Making (exam)
The aim of this unit is for learners to recognise
and understand the necessity to organisations of
establishing a strategy and making decisions to
support that strategy.
In this unit you will therefore be introduced to, and
learn about, ideas, concepts, models and techniques
that in practice help people who work in finance and
marketing make important decisions. For example,
some of the content includes:
Explain the purpose of formulating organisational
strategy
Explain how information about budgeting can be used
by organisations
Examine how SWOT analysis supports decision
making in organisations
Examine how the product lifecycle supports decisionmaking in organisations

Unit 2: Active Marketing (controlled assessment)
The aim of this unit is for learners to understand and
appreciate the key role that marketing has in the
success of an organisation
How does an organisation know what we want? It
must ask questions: in other words, it needs to carry
out some form of market research. For example, some
of the content includes:
Explore the relationship between markets, marketing
and selling
Evaluate the effectiveness of market research
information
Explore the nature, functions, and interrelationship of
the different elements in the marketing mix (product,
price, promotion, place)
Evaluate the role played by the marketing mix in the
overall marketing strategy

Unit 4: Strategies and Decision Making for
Retail Organisations (Exam)
The aim of this unit is for learners to recognise and
understand the necessity to retail organisations
of establishing a strategy and making decisions to
support that strategy. For example, some of the
content includes:
In this unit you will therefore be introduced to, and
learn about, ideas, concepts, models and techniques
that in practice help people who work in retailing make
important decisions.
Explain the purpose of formulating organisational
strategy in the retail sector
Examine how SWOT analysis supports decision
making in the retail sector
Assess the relevance of retail buying, selling and
merchandising to organisational decision making

CAREER OPPORTUNITIES
AND PROGRESSION
There are lots of opportunities to further develop
your interest in business once you complete your
time at Treorchy Comprehensive, Some popular
university courses include:
BA (Hons) Business
BA (Hons) Business and Management
BSc (Hons) Marketing Management
BA (Hons) Accounting and Finance
BSc (Hons) Marketing Management
Higher apprenticeships: Higher apprenticeships
provide an opportunity to gain Level 4
qualifications or above, with most apprentices
gaining an NVQ Level 4, HND, or foundation
degree. Lots of people like the idea of starting
their own business. There are lots of organisations
and websites to help people with business ideas.

Unit 5: Markets and Customers (controlled assessment)
The aim of this unit is for learners to understand the
importance of having a detailed knowledge of, and
being able to respond quickly and appropriately to the
needs of, an organisation’s customers and markets.
At the end of this unit you will have gained knowledge
and understanding of how customers and competitors
interact with an organisation, and the variety of
markets within which the organisation operates.
For example, some of the content includes:
Explain the relationship between organisations and
their customers
Explain how and why organisations research
customers
Evaluate the importance of customer service to
organisational success
Evaluate the benefits to an organisation arising from
researching competitors
Evaluate the extent to which organisations gain from
operating in a global market
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Chemistry
Cemeg
Head of Department | Mr A Hobbs
Examination Board | WJEC

COURSE OUTLINE
The course involves four teaching modules plus
practical work. It incorporates physical, organic,
and inorganic chemistry.
Why should you study Chemistry?
A chemistry qualification opens the door to a wide
range of careers options, both in and out of the
lab. There are endless interesting and rewarding
science-based jobs available – these can be in
research, outdoors or in other industries you
might not have thought of. All that questioning
and experimentation can be useful when it comes
to building a whole range of skills for work.
Chemistry helps you to develop research,
problem solving and analytical skills. It helps
you to challenge ideas and show how you
work things out through logic and systematic
reasoning. Chemistry often requires teamwork
and communication skills too, which is great for
project management.

WHAT WILL I STUDY?
A variety of teaching methods are used,
incorporating all the key skills. All practical work
is, as far as possible, carried out individually and is
closely linked to course content.
During the AS course, you will study the following
two Units:
AS Unit 1 – The language of Chemistry, Structure
and Matter and Simple reaction
AS Unit 2 – Energy, Rate, and Chemistry of Carbon
Compounds
The A2 course is very similar in structure to the ASLevel but allows students to explore other areas of
Chemistry in detail and allows the application of
this knowledge to industry. The A2 course involves
an additional 3 units to the AS-level, one of which is
a practical examination (Unit 5).
A2 Unit 3 – Physical and Inorganic Chemistry

Chemistry will also help you get ahead in most
STEM (Science, Technology, Engineering & Maths)
careers and more besides.

A2 Unit 4 – Organic Chemistry and Analysis
A2 Unit 5 – Practical Examination

ENTRY REQUIREMENTS
Minimum entry requirement of a grade B
in Separate Science Chemistry GCSE or an A
grade in additional Science; and a C grade in
Mathematics GCSE.
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HOW WILL I BE ASSESSED?
AS Year 12

Weighting

Unit

% AS

1

Written examination
(1 hour 30 mins)

20

2

Written examination
(1 hour 30 mins)

20

A2 Year 13

Weighting

Unit

% A2

3

Written examination
(1 hour 45 mins)

25

4

Written examination
(1 hour 45 mins)

25

5

Practical Examination

10

- Experimental task
(3 hours)
- Practical methods and
analysis task (1 hour)

Assessment of units are sat in June.
Practical Examination - A2 Unit 5
Experimental Task - This will be carried out in one session up to 3 hours. The examination will take place
on a fixed date in the spring term of the second year of study. The completed work will then be externally
marked by WJEC.
Practical Methods and Analysis task – This will be a 1 hour written paper carried out under controlled
conditions and requires students to have a full knowledge and understanding of the practical methods
encountered in the specification. A date for this will also take place in the spring term of the second year
of study. The date will be set by WJEC and externally marked.

CAREER OPPORTUNITIES AND PROGRESSION
A level Chemistry is an essential qualification for many university courses including Medicine, Medicinal
Sciences, Food Science, Forensic Science, Chemical Engineering as well as the pure Sciences. It is also
looked on favourably by Law Schools etc. and can therefore, be linked with other non-science options
at A level. Many chemical, pharmaceutical and other industrially based companies will employ students
with A Level Chemistry for training purposes. Career prospects in this field are encouraging.
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Computer Science
Cyfrifiadureg
Head of Department | Mr D. Gillies
Examination Board | WJEC
ENTRY REQUIREMENTS
COURSE OUTLINE
The WJEC AS and A Level in Computer Science
encourages learners to develop an understanding
of the fundamental principles and concepts of
computer science. The successful completion
of this qualification will allow learners the
opportunity to work in the very desirable field of
Computer Science.

AS and A level Computer Science is
a challenging but highly rewarding
qualification. For this reason, we advise
that learners have achieved at least a
C grade in GCSE Computer Science or a C
grade in GCSE Mathematics and English in
order to take this qualification.

2 4 | Treorchy Comprehensive School | RESPEC T, RESPONSIBILIT Y, A SPIRATION

WHAT WILL I STUDY?
This specification promotes the integrated study of computer science. It will enable learners to develop a broad
range of skills in the areas of programming, system development, computer architecture, data, communication
and applications.
This qualification provides a good balance of practical programming skills with fundamental theory.

HOW WILL I BE ASSESSED?
AS
Unit 1 Exam:
This unit investigates computer architecture, communication, data representation, data structures,
software applications, programs, algorithms, logic, programming methodologies and the impact of
computer science on society.
Unit 2 On-screen exam:
This unit consists of a series of set tasks completed on-screen by candidates. These tasks will assess
the practical application of knowledge and understanding and will require the use of Visual Basic.NET,
Python or Java as a programming language.
A LEVEL
Unit 3 Exam:
This unit investigates programs, data structures, algorithms, logic, programming methodologies and the
impact of computer science on society.
Unit 4 Exam:
This unit investigates computer architecture, communication, data representation, organisation and
structure of data, programs, algorithms and software applications.
Unit 5 Controlled assessment:
Candidates discuss, investigate, design, prototype, refine and implement, test and evaluate a computerised
solution to a problem chosen by the candidate which must be solved using original code (programming).
This is a substantial piece of work, undertaken over an extended period of time.

CAREER OPPORTUNITIES AND PROGRESSION
This specification provides a solid foundation for the study of Computer Science or a related area
through a range of higher education courses, progression to the next level of vocational qualifications or
employment. In addition, Computer Science really does offer learners the opportunity to work in highly
rewarding industry with an abundance of opportunities.
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Applied Diploma
in Criminology
Troseddeg
Head of Department | Mr J Nation
Examination Board | WJEC

COURSE OUTLINE
This qualification in Criminology will provide
students with an introduction to criminal justice
and to give a context for humanities learning.
Together with other relevant qualifications, it
develops the understanding to support entry to
higher education courses in the humanities sector.

ENTRY REQUIREMENTS
It is recommended that those wishing to
study Criminology should have gained at
least a C grade in GCSE English.

WHAT WILL I STUDY?
Unit 1: Changing Awareness of Crime
In this unit, students will study the different types of crime that take place in society, study crime statistics,
research campaigns for change and will plan campaigns relating to crime. Students will look at the fact that not
all types of crime are alike. What different types of crime take place in our society? What kinds of crime exist
about which we know very little, or which are simply not reported to the police and the media? How do we
explain people’s reluctance to come forward about crimes of which they have been the victim? Some crimes
which seem inoffensive, such as counterfeiting of designer goods, have actually been linked to the funding of
more serious crime such as terrorism and people trafficking; so why do people turn a ‘blind eye’ to these ‘mild’
crimes? What methods have governments and other agencies used to raise social awareness of these
crimes? How can people contribute towards new law or changes in policy and legislation?
Unit 2: Criminological Theories
The purpose of this unit is for students to apply their understanding of the public perceptions of crime and
campaigns for change studied in Unit 1 with criminological theories to examine how both are used to set
policy. Students will look at how do we decide what behaviour is criminal? What is the difference between
criminal behaviour and deviance? How do we explain why people commit crime? What makes someone a
serial killer, or abusive to their own families? Criminologists have produced theoretical explanations of why
people commit crime, but which is the most useful? Are these theories relevant to all types of crime? What can
we learn from the strengths and weaknesses of each? How can these theories be applied to real life scenarios
and real life crimes? Knowing about the different types of crime and the criminological approaches to theory
will give you a sharper insight into the kind of thinking used by experts and politicians to explain crime and
criminality.
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WHAT WILL I STUDY?

(CONTINUED)

Unit 3: Crime Scene to Courtroom
Through this unit, learners will develop the understanding and skills needed to examine information in order
to review the justice of verdicts in criminal cases. Students will look at the roles of personnel involved when a
crime is detected. What investigative techniques are available to investigators to help to identify the culprit?
Do techniques differ depending on the type of crime being investigated? What happens to a suspect once
charged by the police and the Crown Prosecution Service (CPS)? What safeguards are in place to ensure a
suspect has a fair trial? Students will study the criminal trial process and ultimately be researching real cases
where the verdicts may not be ‘safe’.
Unit 4: Crime and Punishment
In this unit students will develop skills in order to evaluate the effectiveness of the process of social control
in delivering policy in practice. They will study why most people tend to obey the law even when to do so is
against our own interests. What social institutions have we developed to ensure that people do obey laws?
What happens to those who violate our legal system? Why do we punish people? How do we punish people?
Do all punishments work? What organisations do we have in our society to control criminality or those who
will not abide by the social rules that most of us follow? We spend a great deal of taxpayers’ money on social
control, so how effective are these organisations in dealing with criminality?

HOW WILL I BE ASSESSED?
Unit 1: Changing Awareness of Crime (controlled assessment, 50% of Year 12)
Unit 2: Criminological Theories (examination, 50% of Year 12)
Unit 3: Crime Scene to Courtroom (controlled assessment, 50% of Year 13)
Unit 4: Crime and Punishment (examination, 50% of Year 13)

CAREER OPPORTUNITIES AND PROGRESSION
An understanding of criminology is relevant to many job roles within the criminal justice sector, social
and probation work and sociology and psychology.
The main purpose of the WJEC Level 3 Applied Certificate in Criminology is mainly to use the qualification
to support access to higher education degree courses, such as Criminology, Law with Criminology and
Psychology and Sociology.
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Design & Technology
Dylunio a Thechnoleg
Head of Department | Mr D Cluney
Examination Board | WJEC

COURSE OUTLINE
Design & Technology: Product Design course will
provide opportunities for students to apply a
range of skills into their design work. These will
include verbal, graphical, ICT, modelling and tool
and equipment skills.

ENTRY REQUIREMENTS
A ‘Merit’ in Level 2 Engineering or a ‘C’ grade
or above in GCSE Design and Technology or
a ‘C’ grade or above in GCSE Mathematics.

WHAT WILL I STUDY?
This course offers students the opportunity to further their knowledge and application of the design process.
Students will be given a variety of design problems and will be expected to solve the problems by designing
and making high quality products. The main focus of this course is the design and development section and
students who have a creative streak or a healthy imagination will enjoy this section of the course.
There is no limit to what can be designed when you combine hand drawn ideas and a large percentage of
development using CAD software and imaging software, for example Fusion 360 and 2D design.

HOW WILL I BE ASSESSED?
Students taking Design & Technology courses will be expected to work to deadlines in order to complete
their coursework on time. Coursework is 50% of the overall GCSE grade. The examination is now one
focus paper and is 50% of the overall GCSE grade. The questions will be based on theory and skills
covered in Years 9, 10 and 11. In Year 11, the students will be given their project briefs and will focus on
completing the coursework element of the GCSE.
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CAREER OPPORTUNITIES AND PROGRESSION
Design and Technology courses offer access to AS and A2 level courses, both contain a design and make
project as well as examinations. Therefore the skills developed in this course will provide the students
with a solid foundation on which to build.
There are many careers available in Design & Technology. Some are obvious careers and others not so
obvious. Due to the large variety of skills developed in Design & Technology, students will often draw
upon these in most working environments where problem solving, thought processing, development, ICT
skills, analytical skills and working with others or as an individual are requirements of the job.
Some of the many careers include – Product, Industrial or Graphic Design, Illustration, 3D design and
modelling, Fashion, Interior or Exterior design, Advertising, Promotion, Animation, Civil Engineering,
Mechanical Engineering, Production Engineering, Electronic and Electrical Engineering, Construction and
Teaching.
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BTEC Level 3 National Extended
Certificate in Performance (Dance)
Celfyddadau Perfformio (Dawns)
Head of Department | Mrs S Angell-Jones
Examination Board | Pearson

COURSE OUTLINE
The course will teach you the performance
and choreographic skills in a variety of dance
styles. You will follow a practical and theoretical
programme where you will study the work of
professional choreographers, attend the theatre
to watch live performances and work with a
variety professional choreographers. You will also
gain a technical and anatomical understanding of
how your body functions when performing, how
to look after yourself and maintain a balanced
and healthy diet.

WHAT WILL I STUDY?
Core Units
Group Performance Workshop
Developing Skills and Techniques for Performance
Specialist units
Contemporary Dance Technique
Jazz Dance Technique
The Healthy Dancer

ENTRY REQUIREMENTS

Movement in Performance

Previous Dance experience either at GCSE,
BTEC Level 2 or regular attendance to
community dance classes.

Choreography for Live Performance

Fit and healthy to participate in a physically
demanding environment.
A positive attitude and the motivation to
learn new skills and dance styles.
Excellent organisational, communication
skills and attendance.
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HOW WILL I BE ASSESSED?
You will be assessed practically in front of a live
audience and videoed using a set criteria for each
unit that you study.
You will also have to complete written evaluations
based on your performances and keep regular log
books to show how your skills are progressing.

CAREER OPPORTUNITIES
AND PROGRESSION
Many of our past students have gone onto study
Dance, Performing Arts and Musical Theatre
at university and been accepted at private
performing arts schools.
The Careers that you may be interested in
following are:
Professional dancer / choreographer
Community sport / dance development officer
PE / Dance Teacher
Stage and lighting production
Dance movement therapy
Dance critic
Musical theatre
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Drama and Theatre Studies
Drama ac Astudiaethau Theatr
Head of Department | Mrs L Williams
Examination Board | WJEC

COURSE OUTLINE
Drama and Theatre Studies at AS and ‘A’ Level can
be enjoyed by a diverse range of young people.
It is a popular choice for those who enjoy acting,
performing, role-play, improvisation, creativity,
design, media, responding to text, making
historical and contextual references and going to
the theatre. Drama and Theatre Studies has close
links as a subject with English, Welsh, Music, Art
and the Performing Arts.

ENTRY REQUIREMENTS
It is recommended that those wishing to
study Drama and Theatre Studies should
have gained at least a C grade in GCSE
English.

WHAT WILL I STUDY?
AS Drama and Theatre Studies has two units. Unit
1 is a performance-based unit. Unit 2 involves
the interpretation, understanding and analysis of
Drama texts.
A2 also consists of two units. Unit 1 is a performancebased unit and Unit 2 is the study, understanding
and analysis of Drama text.
Four plays will be studied, two in AS and another
two in A2. These plays provide a variety of
periods from theatre history.
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HOW WILL I BE ASSESSED?
Assessment consists of 60% practical assessment and 40% coursework and theory examinations.
A selection of periods which are studied include:
Greek Tragedy, Elizabethan and Jacobean, and Modern British.
Whilst studying the course students will need to demonstrate and practice the following skills:
The ability to work with others in a dramatic presentation
Presenting a character in role to an audience
Co-operating in the creation of the atmosphere and shape of a performance
Personal response to dramatic presentations
Understanding of plays studied

CAREER OPPORTUNITIES AND PROGRESSION
The course prepares young people for dramatic and technical opportunities at all levels of performance
and production. These include the stage, television, street and environmental theatre and the supporting
of creative arts of design, puppetry, lighting, costume, make-up, model building and sound technology.
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GCE AS/A Level Economics
Economeg
Head of Department | Mr J Nation
Examination Board | WJEC

COURSE OUTLINE
The aim of the course is to help you to develop an
understanding of economic concepts and theories
through a critical consideration of current
economic issues, problems and institutions that
affect everyday life.

ENTRY REQUIREMENTS
You will need to have achieved at least
a C grade at GCSE in Mathematics and
English. A good level of ICT skills will also
be desirable.
You must be able to carry out mathematical
calculations, for example ratios, fractions,
percentages, averages, index numbers, and
be able to draw and interpret graphs. You
will also need to be a competent writer,
to be able to answer questions requiring
extended answers.

WHAT WILL I STUDY?
At AS Level, you will be introduced to how markets
and the economy work, e.g. demand and supply in
individual markets (microeconomics) and the whole
economy (macroeconomics). You will use models to
develop a critical understanding of economic issues
and explore current economic behaviour, drawing
upon data from local, national and international
sources.
Topics at AS include:
Microeconomics – scarcity and choice; demand and
supply in product and labour markets, resource
allocation, and market failure.
Macroeconomics - macroeconomic theory
and objectives; policy instruments, and international
trade.
At A Level, you will be expected to use more complex
micro and macro models, applied to a wider range
of contexts. You will also be required to develop a
more critical approach to the evaluation of economic
models and current economic problems.
Topics at A2 include:
Microeconomics – costs, revenues and
profits; market structures.
Macroeconomics – macroeconomic theory
and objectives; policy instruments.
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HOW WILL I BE ASSESSED?
The specification is divided onto a total of 4 units, 2 AS and 2 A2 units. Weightings below are expressed
in terms of the full A level qualification.

AS (2 units)
AS Unit 1 : Introduction to Economic Principles
Written examination: 1 hour 15 minutes
15% of qualification | 55 marks
Multiple choice and structured questions Covers the full AS content
AS Unit 2: Economics in Action
Written examination: 2 hours
25% of qualification | 80 marks
Compulsory data response questions Covers the full AS content

A Level (AS plus a further 2 units)
A Level Unit 3: Exploring Economic Behaviour
Written examination: 2 hours
30% of qualification | 80 marks
Structured questions based on A2 content One compulsory data response Covers all A level content
A2 Unit 4: Evaluating Economic Models and Policies
Written examination: 2 hours 30 minutes
30% of qualification | 90 marks
One essay in each section:
Section 1 – Microeconomics
Section 2 – Macroeconomics
Section 3 – Trade and Development
Covers all A level content

CAREER OPPORTUNITIES AND PROGRESSION
This specification prepares learners who wish to progress to study Economics, or a related subject such
as Business or Accounting and Finance, at university.
The course will provide you with useful knowledge about the economics and business world, and
transferable skills, such as research and number work, which will be valuable in a variety of careers,
such as accountancy, actuarial work, banking, economic analysis and research, finance, insurance, local
government, tax advice, and trade union work.
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BTEC Level 3 National Diploma
In Engineering
Peirianneg
Head of Department | Mr D Cluney
Examination Board | Pearson

COURSE OUTLINE
This qualification is aimed at learners preparing
for roles in engineering, for example engineering
technician or engineering operative. Learners
gain relevant skills and knowledge from studying
a range of content focused on electrical/electronic
and mechanical disciplines, for example electrical
machines and maintenance of mechanical
systems. It is broadly equivalent to two GCE A
Levels.
The qualification has been designed to be the
substantive part of a 16–19 study programme for
learners who want a strong core of sector study
and a focus on the wider engineering industry.

HOW WILL I BE ASSESSED?
In BTEC Nationals most units are internally
assessed. The exception being Units 1 and 3,
which are externally assessed.
All assessment for BTEC Nationals is criterion
referenced, based on the achievement of
specified learning outcomes. Each unit within
the qualification has specified assessment and
grading criteria which are to be used for grading
purposes. A summative unit grade can be awarded
at pass, merit or distinction:
To achieve a ‘pass’ a learner must have satisfied
all the pass assessment criteria
To achieve a ‘merit’ a learner must additionally
have satisfied all the merit grading criteria

ENTRY REQUIREMENTS
A ‘Pass’ in Level 2 Engineering/C grade
in Design and Technology, or a C grade in
GCSE Mathematics.

To achieve a ‘distinction’ a learner must
additionally have satisfied all the distinction
grading criteria.
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WHAT WILL I STUDY?
Unit

Mandatory Units

GLH

Level

1

Engineering Principles [External Assessment]

120

3

2

Delivery of Engineering Processes Safely as a Team

60

3

3

Engineering Product Design and Manufacture [External Assessment]

120

3

4

Applied Commercial and Quality Principles in Engineering

60

3

5

A Specialist Engineering Project

60

3

GLH

Level

Unit

Optional Units

10

Computer Aided Design in Engineering

60

3

40

Computer Aided Manufacturing and Planning

60

3

41

Manufacturing Secondary Machining Processes

60

3

43

Manufacturing Computer Numerical Control Machining Processes

60

3

45

Additive Manufacturing Processes

60

3

CAREER OPPORTUNITIES AND PROGRESSION
Level 3 National Diploma is equivalent to 2 A-Levels.
The course prepares young engineers to go on to Further Education to study from a wide range of
Engineering based degrees.
Career Opportunities include:
Aerospace Engineer

Mechanical Engineer

Biomechanical Engineer

Photonics Engineer

Commercial and Industrial Designer

Robotics Engineer

Electrical Engineering Technician

Sustainability Specialist

Industrial Engineer

Wind Energy Engineer
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English Literature
Llenyddiaeth Saesneg
Head of Department | Mrs K. Evans-Sims
Examination Board | WJEC

COURSE OUTLINE
If you like to read, think, analyse and discuss then English Literature is the subject for you. The AS/A
Level course is designed to encourage candidates to develop their interest and enjoyment in literary
studies through reading widely, independently and critically. The courses will involve an introduction
to the traditions of English Literature and wider reading, which could include Literature in English from
outside the UK, and literature in translation.
The AIMS of the course are:
To encourage students to engage creatively with a range of texts and ways of responding to them
To enable students to develop and apply effectively their knowledge of literary analysis and evaluation
in speech and writing
To encourage students to explore contexts of the texts they are reading and others’ interpretations of
them
To help students deepen their understanding of the changing traditions of Literature in English
To encourage students to explore comparisons and connections between texts
The aims of the A2 course are to broaden and deepen the knowledge, skills and understanding developed
in the AS units and to enable students to gain a wider sense of the scope of literary study.

ENTRY REQUIREMENTS

HOW WILL I BE ASSESSED?
Unit 1: 50% of AS Level (20% of A2 qualification)

To succeed at AS level students should ideally
have achieved a B in their GCSE English
and English Literature examinations. Good
commitment to studies and willingness to
read widely are also essential.

Unit 2: 50% of AS Level (20% of A2 qualification)
Unit 3: 20% of A2 qualification.
Unit 4: 20% of A2 qualification.
Unit 5: 20% of overall qualification.
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WHAT WILL I STUDY?
AS English Literature
Unit 1- Prose and Drama (External Examination)
Section A: One question based on the reading of one prose text from a prescribed list.
Section B: One question based on the reading of a play from a prescribed list.
Unit 2- Poetry Post 1900 (External Examination)
Section A: One question requiring critical analysis of one poem from a prescribed list of poetry texts.
Section B: One question requiring the comparison of two poetry texts from the prescribed list for this unit.
Progress throughout the year is assessed by regular homework tasks and essays. To achieve a full Advanced
Qualification students must complete the AS course plus a further three A2 units.
A2 English Literature (The above plus a further 3 units)
Unit 3 - Poetry Pre 1900 and Unseen Poetry (External Examination)
Section A: One question in two parts, based on the reading of one poetry text from the prescribed list.
Section B: One question requiring comparative analysis of two unseen poems.
Unit 4 - Shakespeare (External Examination)
Section A: One question based on one extract from a Shakespeare play from the prescribed list.
Section B: One essay question based on the reading of a Shakespeare play from the prescribed list.
Unit 5 - Prose Study (Internally Assessed)
One 2500-3000 word assignment based on the reading of two prose texts from different periods,
one pre-2000 and one post 2000, nominated by the centre.

CAREER OPPORTUNITIES AND PROGRESSION
Every higher education establishment regards English Literature as a most acceptable subject for entry
to a large number of departments.
Students who do not wish to go on to university have, in an AS/A Level qualification, an excellent
subject for entry into many job areas such as Law, Business, Administration, Civil Service, Teaching and
Journalism, to name but a few.
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French and Spanish
Ffrangeg a Sbaeneg
Head of Department | Mr O Jones
Examination Board | WJEC
HOW WILL I BE ASSESSED?
Students sit 2 units for the AS qualification.

COURSE OUTLINE
As with GCSE, the requirements of AS/A2 Level
French and Spanish are very similar and will
therefore be dealt with together.
The course aims to encourage students to:
Develop an interest in, and enthusiasm for,
language learning
Develop understanding of spoken and written
French / Spanish
Communicate
confidently,
clearly
and
effectively in the language for a range of
purposes
Develop an understanding of the cultural
background of the countries where the
language is spoken
It provides a satisfying course of study for
students who wish to stop at AS/A Level and also
provides a good basis for further study.

ENTRY REQUIREMENTS
To succeed at AS level students should
ideally have achieved a C grade in either
French or Spanish GCSE.

Unit 1: oral exam (15 mins.) 12% of qualification
Students complete two tasks based on stimulus
cards – arguing a point of view and discussing a
topic.
Unit 2: Listening, Reading and Translation exam
(90 mins) 15% of qualification
A range of listening and reading comprehension
tasks, grammar tasks, a translation into English
based on one of the themes/ sub-themes they
have studied.
Unit 3: critical response in writing (closed book)
(90 mins) 13% of qualification
Students answer two essay questions based on
the book / film they have studied.
Students sit a further 3 units at A2 Level
Unit 4: oral exam (11-12 mins.) 18% of qualification
Students complete an independent research
project and then have to make a presentation of
the project (2 mins) and then discuss it with the
examiner (9-10 mins)
Unit 5: Listening, Reading and Translation Exam
(105 mins) 23% of qualification
A range of listening and reading comprehension
tasks, a translation into the foreign language, all
based on the A2 themes / sub-themes they have
studied.
Unit 6 – Critical and analytical response in writing
(closed book) (90 mins) 19% of qualification
Students will write two essays – one shorter and
one longer and more analytical – based on one of
the literary works they have studied.
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WHAT WILL I STUDY?
The AS examination consists of language studies in 2 Main Theme areas split into sub-themes.
Social issues and Trends
Main Theme – 1) Leisure and Lifestyle
Travel and tourism
Living and working abroad
Impact of travel on society
(economic, social, environmental)
Local culture and festivals

Main Theme – 2) Contemporary Youth Culture
Entertainment, music and the arts.
Media and digital culture.
Youth sub-cultures, trends and personal identity.

The A2 examination consists of language studies in a further 4 Topic Areas:
Social issues and trends
Main Theme – 1) Being a young person in a French/
Spanish - speaking society
Family structure, values, friendship /
relationships, citizenship
Youth trends, identity
Educational and employment opportunities

Main Theme – 2) Diversity and Difference
Migration and immigration
Cultural identity and marginalisation
Discrimination and diversity
Cultural enrichment

Political, intellectual and artistic culture
Main Theme 1) – Understanding the French / Spanish speaking world
Regional culture in French/ Spanish speaking countries
Spanish / French speaking countries in a European context
Literature, art, film and music in the French / Spanish speaking world
Main Theme 2) – France from 1940 – 50
From June 1940 – May 1945 (occupation, liberation and end of World War II)
Life in Occupied France and the cultural dimension (théâtre, cinéma, littérature)
1945-1950: rebuilding and restructuring
Repercussions for modern day France
OR
Main Theme 2) – The Two Spains (1936 onwards)
El franquismo – origins, development and consequences
Post-Civil War Spain – historical and political repercussions
The Spanish Civil War and the transition to democracy (represented in the arts, cinema, literature, art and photography)
Spain – coming to terms with the past? ‘Recuperación de la memoria histórica’
At AS and A2 students will also study films, books or regions of the country studied.

CAREER OPPORTUNITIES AND PROGRESSION
There is a growing demand for Modern Linguists in all sectors of employment today. Studying a modern
foreign language may be linked with a wide variety of subjects leading to various courses in Higher
Education such as Business Studies, Accountancy, Journalism, the Media, Management and Law, where
proficiency in a modern foreign language is widely seen as an asset. Closer links with the rest of Europe
enhance the prospects of language graduates.
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Further Maths
Mathemateg Bellach
Head of Department | Mrs B Portas
Examination Board | WJEC

COURSE OUTLINE
The Further Mathematics A-Level consists of
three modules which will be studied in Year 12
and a further two modules in Year 13.
There are modules in Pure Mathematics,
Mechanics and Statistics.

ENTRY REQUIREMENTS
Students who wish to study AS Further
Mathematics will be expected to have
gained a minimum of an ‘A’ grade at GCSE
Mathematics.
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WHAT WILL I STUDY?
Further Pure Mathematics includes:
Mathematical Induction

HOW WILL I BE ASSESSED?
Year 12:
Unit 1 (Further Pure Maths)
Unit 2 (Further Statistics)

Complex Numbers

Unit 3 (Further Mechanics)

Matrices

Year 13:

Logarithmic Differentiation

Unit 4 (Further Pure Maths)

Set Theory

and either

Conics

Unit 5 (Further Statistics)

Hyperbolic Functions
Further Mechanics includes:
Hooke’s Law
Circular Motion
Projectiles in Two Dimensions
Solving Differential Equations
Simple Harmonic Motion
Further Statistics includes:
Hypothesis Testing
Confidence Limits
Discrete and continuous probability distributions

or Unit 6 (Further Mechanics)

CAREER OPPORTUNITIES
AND PROGRESSION
An AS/A level qualification in Further Mathematics
both broadens and deepens the Mathematics
covered in AS/A level Mathematics.
Studying the Further Mathematics course is
excellent preparation for university, especially if
you wish to study any Maths-related subjects
such as Engineering, Sciences, Computing or
Technology as well as Mathematics itself.
Many universities are now encouraging students
to take Further Mathematics qualifications to
improve their preparation for degree courses
and some leading universities are now specifying
Further Mathematics as an entry requirement for
such courses.

Correlation and linear regression
Use of the Chi-squared distribution
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Geography
Daearyddiaeth
Head of Department | Mrs K Astley
Examination Board | WJEC

COURSE OUTLINE
The Geography Advanced Level course encourages
students to understand their own lives in a global
world and to understand the vital, complex and
inter-related issues they will face in their lives
such as climate change, poverty and deprivation,
global shifts in economic power and the challenge
of sustainable resource use.
Students will acquire and apply the geographical
and Key Skills necessary to achieve an
understanding of the complexity and the variety
of the world.

ENTRY REQUIREMENTS
An active interest in and enjoyment of
Geography together with a willingness
to work hard and meet deadlines. Ideally
students should have achieved a C+ grade
in their GCSE.
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WHAT WILL I STUDY?
AS Unit 1: Changing Landscapes
Written examination 2 hours | 24% of qualification - 96 marks
Section A: Changing Landscapes
Glaciated Landscapes; two compulsory structured questions with data response
Section B: Tectonic Hazards
Three compulsory structured questions with data response
AS Unit 2: Changing Places
Written examination: 1 hour 30 minutes | 16% of qualification - 64 marks
Section A: Changing Places
Two compulsory structured questions with data response
Section B: Fieldwork investigation in Physical and Human Geography
A2 Unit 3: Global Systems and Global Governance
Written examination: 2 hours | 24% of qualification - 96 marks
Section A: Global Systems
Water and Carbon Cycles
Section B: Global Governance: Change and Challenges
Processes and patterns of global migration and global governance of the Earth’s oceans
Section C: 21 st Century Challenges
A2 Unit 4: Contemporary Themes in Geography
Written examination: 2 hours | 16% of qualification - 64 marks
Section A: Tectonic Hazards
Section B: Contemporary Themes in Geography
Selection of two options from the four.
Ecosystems
Economic Growth and Challenge: India or China or Development in an African context
Energy Challenges and Dilemmas
Weather and Climate
A2 Unit 5: Independent Investigation
Non-exam assessment: 3000-4000 words | 20% of qualification - 80 marks

CAREER OPPORTUNITIES AND PROGRESSION
Students studying Geography have many opportunities to access University education and then careers
including Environmental Science, Geology, Meteorology, Geophysics, Surveying, Oceanography, Hydrology,
Teaching, Banking, Town and Country Planning, Insurance, Housing, Travel &amp; Tourism, Journalism,
Environmental Health, Recreational and Institutional Management, Social Work, Retail Management,
Personnel Management, Library Archives, Publishing, Law and Journalism.
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Level 3: Health and Social
Care: Principles and Contexts
Iechyd a gofal cymdeithasol
Head of Department | Mrs D Henderson
Examination Board | WJEC/City and Guilds

COURSE OUTLINE

ENTRY REQUIREMENTS

Who is the course suitable for?
The Level 3 Health and Social Care: Principles
and Contexts Certificate has been primarily
designed for post-16 learners who are interested
in learning more about the health and social care
sectors.
STUDENTS WHO
Enjoy discovering about themselves
in practical situations
Enjoy a subject relevant to their own lives
Want to study an active enjoyable course
Want an opportunity to carry out practical
work as well as class work
Want to find out more about the subject
through personal investigation
Want to move on to a related career of Higher
Education

An active interest in Health and Social Care
along with a willingness to work hard and
meet deadlines.

WHAT WILL I STUDY?
What will you learn?
The qualification enables learners to develop
and demonstrate their knowledge, skills and
understanding within the context of health and
social care services. It includes the following current
issues in relation to Health and Social Care in Wales:
Principles of care and safe practice within
outcome focused person-centred care
Factors affecting individuals’ growth and
development across the lifespan and how this
impacts on outcomes, care and support needs
Promoting the rights of individuals across the
lifespan
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HOW WILL I BE ASSESSED?
The Level 3 Health and Social Care: Principles and Contexts Certificate is assessed through 50% internal
assessment and 50% external assessment.
Candidates must successfully complete:
Two externally set, internally marked assignments
One external examination.
The Level 3 Certificate in Health and Social Care: Principles and Contexts is a unitised qualification made
up of three mandatory units:

Unit

Mandatory Units

Assessment

GLH

1

Principles of care and safe practice within outcome
focused person-centred care

Internal

90

2

Factors affecting individuals’ growth and development
across the lifespan and how it impacts on outcomes, care
and support needs

External

180

3

Promoting the rights of individuals across the lifespan

Internal

90

CAREER OPPORTUNITIES AND PROGRESSION
Learners completing the Level 3 Health and Social Care: Principles and Contexts Certificate could progress
to the Level 3 Health and Social Care: Principles and Contexts Diploma.
The qualification also provides a suitable foundation for the study of health and social care through a
range of higher education courses, or apprenticeships. Learners intending to progress to higher education
would benefit from studying additional level 3 qualifications alongside this Certificate.
Learners may also progress to other qualifications within the health and social care, and childcare suite,
for example the Level 2 and Level 3 Health and Social Care Practice qualifications
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GCE Health and Social Care,
and Childcare (Single Award)
Iechyd a Gofal Cymdeithasol
Head of Department | Mr R Freter
Examination Board | WJEC

COURSE OUTLINE
Who is the course suitable for?
STUDENTS WHO
Enjoy a subject relevant to their own lives
Want to study an active enjoyable course
Want an opportunity to carry out practical
work as well as class work
Want to find out more about the subject
through personal investigation
Want to move on to a related career of Higher
Education

WHAT WILL I STUDY?
The qualification enables learners to develop
and demonstrate their knowledge, skills and
understanding within the context of health and
social care, and childcare.
The following current issues are included in the
specification:
Promoting health and well-being
Supporting health, well-being and resilience in
Wales
Theoretical perspectives of children and young
people’s development
Supporting the development, health, well-being
and resilience of children and young people

ENTRY REQUIREMENTS
A minimum of a C grade in GCSE English
Language and a C grade in GCSE Science.

Theoretical perspectives of adult behaviour
Supporting adults to maintain health, well-being
and resilience.

Prior study of the GCSE in Health and Social
Care will be of benefit to candidates but is
not mandatory.
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HOW WILL I BE ASSESSED?
The GCE AS and A Level in Health and Social Care, and Childcare is assessed through 50% internal
assessment and 50% external assessment.
Candidates must successfully complete:
Externally set, internally marked assignments
External examinations.
The GCE AS and A Level in Health and Social Care, and Childcare is divided into a total of six units, two
AS units (Unit 1 and Unit 2) and four A2 units (Units 3, 4 ,5 and 6). A level learners study a total of four
units: two AS units plus the two A2 units related to their chosen pathway.
Unit

Unit Title

Assessment

1

Promoting health and well-being

External

2

Supporting health, well-being and resilience in Wales

Internal

3

Theoretical perspectives of children and young people’s
development

External

4

Supporting the development, health, well-being and resilience of
children and young people

Internal

5

Theoretical perspectives of adult behaviour

External

6

Supporting adults to maintain health, well-being and resilience

Internal

CAREER OPPORTUNITIES AND PROGRESSION
The qualification provides a suitable foundation for the study of health and social care through a range of
higher education courses, or into employment. Learners may also progress to other qualifications within
the health and social care and childcare suite. In addition, the specification provides a coherent, satisfying
and worthwhile course of study for learners who do not progress to further study in this subject.
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History
Hanes
Head of Department | Mr R Freter
Examination Board | WJEC

COURSE OUTLINE
A study of History will help students to gain an
understanding of the development of the modern
world and of their own society. It will also enable
them to develop important skills of analysis,
interpretation, communication and independent
research which are useful in all spheres of life.

ENTRY REQUIREMENTS
C grade at History GCSE, or a B in English
GCSE if History has not been studied before.

HOW WILL I BE ASSESSED?
AS Level

Examination 100%

A2 		

Examination 60%

WHAT WILL I STUDY?
Candidates choosing History at AS Level complete
an ‘in-depth’ and a ‘period’ study.
Unit 1: European History Europe in an age of conflict
and co-operation c.1890-1991
This includes the following themes: The significance
of the main changes in international relations after
1880; the significance of the rise of fascism in
Italy and Germany; the significance of revolution
in Russia; the significance of the main changes in
international relations after 1945.
Unit 2 British History The mid-Tudor crisis in Wales
and England c.1529-1570
Part 1: Problems, threats and challenges c.15291553. This unit will focus on the connections and
complexities which influenced life in the Tudor
period. Students will analyse and evaluate a range
of different types of historical sources and look at
historical debates and interpretations around this
period of History.

		Coursework 40%
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CAREER OPPORTUNITIES AND PROGRESSION
There are a variety of careers for which History is regarded as a useful or important subject. These
include: - Law, Politics, Architecture, Journalism, Heritage and Tourism, Teaching, Librarian, Archivist,
Broadcasting, Town Planning and Accountancy.
History is also considered as useful training for management e.g. in Local Government, Civil Service and
Industry.
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BTEC Level 3 Diploma in ICT
Technoleg Gwybodaeth a Chyfathrebu
Head of Department | Mr D. Gillies
Examination Board | Pearson

COURSE OUTLINE
BTEC Nationals are QCF Level 3 qualifications
designed to provide highly specialist work-related
qualifications in a range of vocational sectors.
They give learners the knowledge, understanding
and skills that they need to prepare for
employment. On successful completion of a BTEC
National qualification, a learner can progress
to or within employment and/or continue their
study in the same, or related vocational area.
Alternatively these qualifications can provide
access to further study at college or university.

ENTRY REQUIREMENTS
An active interest in and enjoyment of ICT,
together with a strong work ethic and a
willingness to meet deadlines.

HOW WILL I BE ASSESSED?
In BTEC Nationals all units are internally
assessed with the exception of vendor units,
which are assessed through vendor-set external
examination.
All assessment for BTEC Nationals is criterion
referenced, based on the achievement of specified
learning outcomes. Each unit within the
qualification has specified assessment and
grading criteria which are to be used for grading
purposes. A summative unit grade can be awarded
at pass, merit or distinction:
To achieve a ‘pass’ a learner must have satisfied
all the pass assessment criteria
To achieve a ‘merit’ a learner must additionally
have satisfied all the merit grading
criteria
To achieve a ‘distinction’ a learner must
additionally have satisfied all the distinction
grading criteria.

CAREER OPPORTUNITIES
AND PROGRESSION
BTEC Nationals are QCF Level 3 qualifications
designed to provide highly specialist workrelated qualifications in a range of vocational
sectors.
They give learners the knowledge, understanding
and skills that they need to prepare for
employment or related areas of study within
universities and other institutions.

BTEC E-SPORTS
The Computer Science and ICT department are
always looking for new qualifications that are
relevant to the modern world. Pearson are now
offering a Level 3 BTEC in E-sports. If there is
enough interest in this qualification, the school
will look at offering the subsidiary diploma in
both BTEC IT and BTEC E-sports instead of just
the diploma in BTEC IT.
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WHAT WILL I STUDY?
Mandatory Units:
1 Communication and Employability Skills for IT
2 Computer Systems
3 Information Systems (not mandatory for Subsidiary Diploma)
Optional Units (completion of 9 units from):
3 IT Systems Troubleshooting and Repair

21 Data Analysis and Design

4 Impact of the Use of IT on Business Systems

22 Developing Computer Games

5 Managing Networks

23 Human Computer Interaction

6 Software Design and Development

24 Controlling Systems Using IT

7 Organisational Systems Security

25 Maintaining Computer Systems

8 e-Commerce

26 Mathematics for IT Practitioners

9 Computer Networks Communication Technologies

27 Web Server Scripting

11 Systems Analysis and Design

28 Website Production

12 IT Technical Support

29 Installing and Upgrading Software

14 Event Driven Programming

30 Digital Graphics

16 Procedural Programming

31 Computer Animation

17 Project Planning with IT

32 Networked Systems Security

18 Database Design

33 Supporting Business Activity

19 Computer Systems Architecture

34 Business Resources

20 Client Side Customisation of Web Pages

42 Spreadsheet Modelling

Edexcel BTEC Level 3 Subsidiary Diploma – 60 credits
The 60-credit BTEC Level 3 Subsidiary Diploma extends the specialist work-related focus from the BTEC
Level 3 Certificate and covers the key knowledge and practical skills required in the appropriate vocational
sector. The BTEC Level 3 Subsidiary Diploma offers greater flexibility and a choice of emphasis through
the optional units. It is broadly equivalent to one GCE A Level.
Edexcel BTEC Level 3 Diploma – 120 credits
The 120-credit BTEC Level 3 Diploma broadens and expands the specialist work-related focus from
the BTEC Level 3 Subsidiary Diploma. There is potential for the qualification to prepare learners for
employment in the appropriate vocational sector and it is suitable for those who have decided that they
wish to enter a particular area of work. It is broadly equivalent to two GCE A Levels.
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Mathematics
Mathemateg
WHAT WILL I STUDY?
Head of Department | Mrs B Portas
Examination Board | WJEC

Pure Mathematics includes:
Proof
Algebra and Functions

COURSE OUTLINE

Co-ordinate Geometry

The Mathematics A-Level consists of two modules
will be studied in Year 12 and a further two
modules in Year 13.

The Binomial Theorem

There are modules in Pure Mathematics and
Applied Mathematics in both Year 12 and Year
13. Applied Mathematics contains both Statistics
and Mechanics.

Exponentials and logarithms

Trigonometry

Differentiation
Integration
Vectors

ENTRY REQUIREMENTS
Students who wish to study AS Mathematics
will be expected to have gained a minimum
of a high ‘B’ grade at GCSE Higher Tier
Mathematics.

Mechanics includes:
Statistical sampling
Data presentation and interpretation
Probability
Statistical distributions
Statistical hypothesis testing
Quantities and units in Mathematics
Kinematics
Forces and Newton’s Law
Vectors
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HOW WILL I BE ASSESSED?
Year 12:
Unit 1 (Pure Mathematics)
Unit 2 (Applied Mathematics)
Year 13:

CAREER OPPORTUNITIES
AND PROGRESSION
A qualification in AS or A Level Mathematics is
looked upon very favourably for any future job
or university application.
It is not just of use to those who are going to do
Mathematics when they leave school.

Unit 3 (Pure Mathematics)
Unit 4 (Applied Mathematics)
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Media Studies
Astudiaethau Cyfryngau
Head of Department | Miss L May
Examination Board | WJEC

COURSE OUTLINE
Media Studies is a fast-paced, exhilarating course
that will challenge your attitudes towards the
fastest growing industry on the planet.
The wide range of media to be explored and
potentially created means that students will be
developing their understanding of most notably
moral, ethical, social, economic and cultural
issues.

WHAT WILL I STUDY?
Topics studied include:
Media Language: Genre and Narrative
Critical Perspectives:
Audience and Representations
Media Industries:
Film and Television, Advertising, Music Industry
News in the Online Age
Magazines

ENTRY REQUIREMENTS

Gaming

C grade at GCSE, or a C in English literature
and/or language if Media has not been
studied previously.
It is not essential to have studied Media
Studies at GCSE.
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HOW WILL I BE ASSESSED?
Both AS and A2 courses have a written exam and a coursework module.
Year 12 Qualification
AS
60% exam (24% of final A level): Investigating the Media (2 hours and 30 minutes)
One exam which will each be divided into 3 key sections:
Section A: Selling Images – Advertising and Music Videos
Section B: News in the Online Age
Section C: Film Industries – from Wales to Hollywood
This examination will take place in the Summer Term.
Coursework
AS
40% coursework (16% of final A level): A media production in response to a brief set by the examination
board. Students will submit a Production Portfolio consisting of detailed research and planning, production
artefacts and a critical evaluation.

Year 13 Qualification
A2
36% exam: Media in the Global Ages (2 hours and 30 minutes)
One exam which will again be divided into 3 key sections:
Section A: Television in the Global Age
Section B: Magazines – Changing Representations
Section C: Media in the Digital Age – Video Games
This examination will take place in the Summer Term.
Coursework
A2
24% coursework: A media production in response a brief set by the examination board. Students will
submit a production portfolio consisting of an individual research investigation and development plan, a
series of cross-media production artefacts and a critical evaluation. This portfolio will be completed by
the Spring Term.

CAREER OPPORTUNITIES AND PROGRESSION
Many students opt to study Media related subjects at university, including: Journalism, Media and
Cultural Criticism, Film Studies and English Literature, Media and Cultural Studies, Media Production, Film
and Television Studies
Several career opportunities arise from studying the Media, these include: Radio Production, Film and
Television Production, Journalism, Graphic Design, Editing
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WJEC LEVEL 3 APPLIED Level 3
Diploma in Medical Science
Gwyddor Meddygol
Head of Department | Mr A Hobbs
Examination Board | WJEC

COURSE OUTLINE
The main purpose of the qualification is to provide
learners with the knowledge, understanding and
skills required in a medical context to support
progress to higher education or employment in
areas related to general medical science.
The qualification requires learners to apply
biological understanding and chemical laboratory
techniques to human health and medicine issues
through case studies and medical research
methods.

ENTRY REQUIREMENTS
An active interest in and enjoyment of
Science, together with a willingness to
work hard and meet deadlines.

WHAT WILL I STUDY?
Learners who follow this qualification will study
six units during the course. The units that will be
studied are:
Human health and disease
(Externally assessed exam)
Physiological measurement
(Internal Task based assignment)
Medical Science research methods
(Internal Task based assignment)
Clinical laboratory technique
(External Task based assignment)
Medicines and treatment of disease
(Internal Task based assignment)
Medical case study
(Externally assessed exam)

This is an ideal course for students who
obtained a minimum of a CC grade in
Double Award Science or at least 2 C grades
in Triple Award Science at GCSE. A C grade
in Mathematics is also required.
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HOW WILL I BE ASSESSED?

The Diploma in Medical Science has the equivalence of 1 GCE Level (A*-E) over two years.

YEAR

UNIT

ASSESSMENT

%

12

1-Human health and disease

Externally assessed

25

12

2- Physiological measurement

Internal assessment

12.5

12

3- Medical Science research methods

Internal assessment

12.5

13

4- Medicines and treatment of disease

Internal assessment

25

13

5- Clinical laboratory techniques

Externally assessed

12.5

13

6- Medical case study

Externally assessed

12.5

CAREER OPPORTUNITIES AND PROGRESSION
When supported by other appropriate qualifications such as GCSE English and Mathematics, and at level
3, such as GCE AS/A levels, e.g. in a science, geography or the L3 Diploma in Environmental Science, the
WJEC Level 3 Diploma in Medical Science will enable progression to higher education.
The qualification is designed to enable progression on to degree courses and vocational courses in areas
such as Forensic Science, as a Laboratory Technician, Analytical Science and Pharmaceutical Science etc.
A significant proportion of career opportunities in this sector are at degree level.
There are opportunities for suitably qualified individuals to work in medically related careers in the
fields of biomedical science, biochemistry, microbiology, radiography, pharmacy or dietetics as research
scientists, clinical trials support, laboratory support and public sector research.
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Music
Cerddoriaeth
Head of Department | Mr N Bristow
Examination Board | WJEC

COURSE OUTLINE
A Level Music is an exciting, creative and
innovative course, which stimulates students’
love and enjoyment of all aspects of Music. It
focuses on skill development through the three
areas of Performing, Composing and Appraising,
and builds on the knowledge and understanding
developed during GCSE. Students learn through
the practical nature of Performing, the creative
skills of Composing, and the academic aspects of
Listening and Appraising. A Level Music is perfect
for all students who have a love and enjoyment
of music and wish to take their studies to the next
level. It is particularly suitable for students who
have studied GCSE Music, and who sing or learn
an instrument, in or out of school.
The study of A Level Music is perfect for
developing a number of essential transferable
skills and attributes which are relevant to any
future career or job opportunity. These include:
Confidence and Self-awareness; Imagination and
Creativity; Self-motivation and Self-discipline;
Self-reflection; Organisational skills; Problem
Solving; Thinking Skills; Social Skills (perseverance,
tolerance, cooperation); Study Skills; Information
Technology; Working with others; Improving own
performance and learning.

ENTRY REQUIREMENTS
Ideally GCSE Music (at C grade or above),
but A Level Music can be taken by students
who have not taken GCSE, as long as they
have a good musical understanding, an
ability to develop their skills and have
good performing skills on an instrument or
voice at Grade 5 or above.
Candidates without a C grade or above
at GCSE, may only take the course at the
discretion of the Head of Music.

HOW WILL I BE ASSESSED?
Performing - (Externally Assessed)
Performing Skills are assessed through a practical
examination, by a visiting external examiner. The
recital prepared may be solo or ensemble or a
combination of both.
Composing - (Externally Assessed)
Composing skills are assessed through production
of individual compositions of contrasting styles.
The compositions are completed as coursework,
with set deadlines.
Appraising - (Listening/Written examination)
Appraising Skills are assessed by means of a
formal listening/Written exam. Questions will be
based on the areas of study and on the set works.
These exams are taken in the summer term.
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WHAT WILL I STUDY?
Year 12 AS (3 units)
Unit 1: Performing (12%) Solo and/or ensemble Performing Skills. Candidates must study and prepare a
recital of 6-10 minutes, demonstrating contrasting styles.
Unit 2: Composing (12%) Composing Skills. Candidates will develop their composing skills by producing
two contrasting compositions, of between 3-6 minutes in total.
Unit 3: Appraising (16%) Listening Skills. Candidates will develop their listening skills (aural and theoretical)
through the study of ‘Western Classical’ music including ‘set works’, and ‘Musical Theatre’.
Year 13 A2 (the above plus a further 3 units)
Either unit 4 Performing or unit 5 Composing must be chosen as a specialism. The chosen unit will be
worth 22%, and the non-specialist unit 14%. All candidates take unit 6 which is the Listening exam. This
is worth 24%.
Unit 4: Performing Solo and/or ensemble Performing Skills.
Option A: (22%) Candidates must study and prepare a recital of 11-15 minutes, demonstrating contrasting
styles.
Option B: (14%) Candidates must study and prepare a recital of 7-11 minutes, demonstrating contrasting styles.
Unit 5: Composing Composing Skills.
Option A: (14%) Candidates will develop their composing skills by producing two contrasting compositions,
of between 3-6 minutes in total.
Option B: (22%) Candidates will develop their composing skills by producing three contrasting compositions,
of between 8-10 minutes in total.
Unit 6: Appraising (24%) Listening Skills. Candidates will develop their listening skills (aural and theoretical)
through the study of ‘Western Classical’ music and ‘Post 1900’ music. Both areas of study include ‘set works’.

CAREER OPPORTUNITIES AND PROGRESSION
Music at A Level is an ideal subject to develop a broad range of higher level Key Skills. Performing
develops excellent skills in Communication and Working With Others, whilst appraising work develops
analytical and essay writing skills. Composing demands the continual refinement of work and the ability
to constantly Improve Your Own Learning and Performance using ICT. The study of harmony improves
Problem Solving skills and develops logical thinking.
All universities and employers welcome young people who display such a range of skills. Musical career
opportunities include performer, composer, media musician (selecting or arranging music for use in
television programmes, films etc), studio musician (sound engineer, recording engineer), arts or concert
administrator, teacher (primary, secondary or higher education), music/orchestral librarian, music
researcher, music therapist.
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BTEC National Diploma in
Performing Arts
BTEC Diploma Cenedlaethol
mewn Celfyddadau Perfformio
Head of Department | Mr N Bristow
Examination Board | Pearson

COURSE OUTLINE
The Edexcel Level 3 BTEC National Diploma
prepares you for employment within the
Performing Arts sector. The course offers a
qualification which extends your knowledge and
provides a vocational context.
Equally, the course offers a focused qualification
that is directly related to work experience, or an
aspect of employment that you wish to move into
in due course.

WHAT WILL I STUDY?
The BTEC Level 3 Diploma in Performing Arts is a
nationally recognised qualification and provides a
sound and thorough training in practical stage crafts
and performing skills.
Students will work with experienced professionals
and be encouraged to reach the highest standards
of performance work through a varied programme
of live performance events.
Acting
Musical Theatre
Dance

ENTRY REQUIREMENTS
An active interest and enjoyment of
performing arts together with a willingness
to work hard and meet deadlines.
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HOW WILL I BE ASSESSED?
In the BTEC National Diploma in Performing Arts (Performance) a learner must complete the
following six core units plus 2 specialist units.
Mandatory Units
Unit 1: Investigating Practitioners Work
Unit 2: Developing Skills and Techniques for Live Performance
Unit 3: Group Performance Workshop
Unit 4: Performing Arts in the Community
Unit 5: Individual Performance Commission
Unit 6: Final Live Performance to an Audience

CAREER OPPORTUNITIES AND PROGRESSION
Students can pursue careers in all aspects of performance and arts management including performance
support, administration for performance and workshop leadership and support.
Many students following this course go onto degree and HND programmes. Some students go onto
specialist related training in accredited drama schools and some go onto arts related employment.
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Physical Education
Addysg Gorfforol
Head of Department | Mr A Waring
Examination Board | WJEC

COURSE OUTLINE
The course takes a multi-disciplinary approach,
encouraging the development of different
methods of enquiry, with the focal point being
the performer and the performance. The course
is based on the interaction between the theory
and practice of Physical Education.

ENTRY REQUIREMENTS
A B grade in the GCSE PE theory paper (if
studied) with a C grade in separate sciences.
It would be helpful if you have studied
GCSE Physical Education, but not essential.
You must take part in regular competitive
sport.

CAREER OPPORTUNITIES
AND PROGRESSION
With a qualification in ‘A’ Level Physical Education
you could go on to higher education, which opens
up a wider range of career opportunities, such
as teaching, sports development, physiotherapy,
armed forces and police.
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WHAT WILL I STUDY (AS LEVEL)?
Component 1 – Theory
- Exploring physical education

WHAT WILL I STUDY (A LEVEL)?
Component 1 and 2 – Theory - Exploring physical
education, Evaluating physical education
extension of AS curriculum

Exercise physiology, training and performance
Movement analysis, technology and biomechanics

Exercise physiology, training and performance

Sport psychology

Movement analysis, technology and biomechanics

Skill acquisition

Sport psychology

Sport and society

Skill acquisition

Component 2 – Practical - Improving personal
performance in physical education
Practical performance in one activity as a
player/performer or coach
Personal performance analysis and evaluation
with the aim of improving personal performance
1. Practical performance as a player/performer
Learners must demonstrate and apply the relevant
skills and techniques required for the sport/
activity. All activities should be played under
competitive/formal conditions.
2. Practical performance as a coach
Learners must plan and deliver a coaching session
to develop a specific aspect of performance. The
session should show progression and be part of a
training programme.
3. Personal performance analysis and evaluation
The analysis and evaluation must be directly linked
to the chosen practical activity and must include
relevant theoretical content and data analysis.
Learners must analyse their own performance and
set targets for improvement.
Following completion of the programme there
should be analysis of the results and an evaluation
of the programme. Learners should then make
recommendations for improvement to future
performance.

HOW WILL I BE ASSESSED (AS LEVEL)?
Component 1: Exploring physical education
Written examination : 1 hour 45 minutes , 70% of
qualification

Sport and society
Component 3 – Practical - Improving personal
performance in physical education
Practical performance in one activity as a
player/performer or coach
Analysis and evaluation of
personal performance
1. Practical performance as player/performer
Learners must demonstrate and apply the relevant
skills and techniques required for the sport/
activity. All activities should be played under
competitive/formal conditions.
2. Practical performance as a coach
Learners must plan and deliver a progressive
coaching session as part of a training programme.
3. Analysis and evaluation of performance
The analysis and evaluation should help the
learner to improve personal performance as a
player/performer or coach. It must be linked to
the chosen

HOW WILL I BE ASSESSED (A LEVEL)?
Component 1: Exploring physical education
Written examination : 1 hour 45 minutes , 70% of
qualification
Component 2: Improving personal performance
in physical education
Non-exam assessment – practical moderation
format, 30% of qualification

Component 2: Improving personal performance
in physical education
Non-exam assessment – practical moderation
format, 30% of qualification
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Physics
Ffiseg
Head of Department | Mr A Price
Examination Board | WJEC

COURSE OUTLINE
Physics helps you to understand the world
around you and satisfy your curiosity. Studying
physics develops your critical thinking and
problem-solving skills. Physicists are versatile,
which opens a wide range of future careers. You
will study the use of theories, models and ideas
to develop and modify scientific explanations.
The course includes a mixture of classical as well
as modern Physics, including the study of modern
applications of Physics and the activities at CERN
(Conseil Européen pour la Recherche Nucléaire).

ENTRY REQUIREMENTS
Minimum entry requirement of a grade B
in Separate Science Physics GCSE or an AB
grade in Double Science; with a B grade in
Mathematics GCSE.
It is strongly recommended that you take
Mathematics at AS level.

So why should you study Physics?
Physics is a valuable subject to have on your
C.V. Employers believe it develops your problem
solving, teamwork and practical skills as well as
demonstrating a high level of cognitive ability.
The basic aims of both the AS and A2 level courses
are:
To develop knowledge and understanding of
the concepts of Physics
To develop Key Skills including independent
study
To encourage reading beyond the subject and
applying understanding of new situations
to all aspects of Science
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WHAT WILL I STUDY?
In Year 12 you study two modules.
Both modules are theory and practical based.
Unit 1 - Motion Energy and Matter
Unit 2 - Electricity and Light
Both units will be taught alongside each other and are examinable by a theory based 1½ hour examination in
June.
A2 Physics
A2 Physics in Year 13 develops the some of the concepts from Year 12 as well as introducing new areas of
study and a development of your experimental skills. It consists of three units, two of which are theory based
and one which is practically based.
Unit 3 - Oscillations and Nuclei
Unit 4 – Fields and Options
Choice of 1 option from 4.
A: Alternating currents, B: Medical physics, C: The physics of sports, D: Energy and the environment
Unit 5 - Practical Examination
Added to this students will be expected to keep a working Lab Book throughout the two Years of study
demonstrating the development of their practical skills throughout the course.

HOW WILL I BE ASSESSED?
Unit

% AS

% A2

1

50

20

2

50

20

3

/

25

4

/

25

5

/

10

AS Units 1 and 2 – 1hr 30 min. written assessment
A2 Unit 3 – 2hr 15 min written assessment
A2 Unit 4 – 2 hr. written assessment
A2 Unit 5 – 1 hr. 30 min practical assessment

CAREER OPPORTUNITIES AND PROGRESSION
Physics enables you enter many engineering professions but also fields as diverse as:
Banking and stockbroking
Business Management
Aeronautics and Space Science
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Government and Politics
Llywodraeth a Gwleidyddiaeth
Head of Department | Mr R Freter
Examination Board | WJEC

COURSE OUTLINE
Studying Government and Politics helps you to
understand and make sense of events happening
around the world today, from Brexit to President
Trump. The subject encourages you to develop
a stronger sense of citizenship in a modern
democracy.

ENTRY REQUIREMENTS
There are no specific entry requirements
for the course as it is not offered at GCSE.
However, the department recommends
C grades or higher in comparable or core
subjects such as English, History, RE or
Geography.

HOW WILL I BE ASSESSED?
The entire A Level is assessed through
examinations. Unit 1 and 2 will be completed at
the end of Year 12 and are worth 20% of the final
grade each. Units 3 and 4 will be examined at the
end of Year 13 and are worth 30% of the final
grade each.

WHAT WILL I STUDY?
Candidates choosing Government and Politics at AS
Level complete 2 units.
Unit 1: Government in Wales and the United Kingdom
This unit focuses on giving you an understanding of
how the different parts of the government work. It
includes topics such as: The British constitution, The
justice system, The role of the Prime Minister, how
parliament works, Britain’s involvement in other
groups such as the EU, and how the government in
Wales works.
Unit 2: Living and Participating in a democracy
This unit will focus on current issues and debates in
British and global politics. It includes topics such as:
The ideas of citizenship and human rights, ways to
participate in a democracy, how voting and elections
work, political parties, and pressure groups and
social movements.

CAREER OPPORTUNITIES
AND PROGRESSION
Government and Politics is a respected academic
qualification which Universities view favourably.
There are a wide variety of careers which are
related to the subject. These include but are not
limited to: - Law, Local government, Journalism,
The civil service, Teaching, Social services,
Think tanks, Research, and general management
positions.
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Psychology
Seicoleg
Head of Department | Mr A Hobbs
Examination Board | WJEC
ENTRY REQUIREMENTS

COURSE OUTLINE
The main purpose of the qualification is to provide
learners with the opportunity to develop essential
knowledge and understanding of different areas
of psychology and how they relate to each
other. Learners develop and demonstrate a
deep appreciation of the skills, knowledge and
understanding of scientific methods in psychology,
develop competence and confidence in a variety
of practical, mathematical and problem-solving
skills and understand how society makes decisions
about psychological issues and how psychology
contributes to the success of the economy and
society. There are opportunities to study the classics
of psychology whilst also introducing ongoing
debates and topics which continue to fascinate.

WHAT WILL I STUDY?
Learners who follow this qualification will study
four units in total:
AS Units 1 & 2
Past to Present
Using Psychological Concepts
A2 Units 3 & 4
Implications in the real world
Applied research methods

An active interest in and enjoyment of
Science, together with a willingness to work
hard and meet deadlines. This is an ideal
course for students who obtained a minimum
of a C grade in Mathematics and a B grade in
a discipline of Science and English.

HOW WILL I BE ASSESSED?
Each unit will be assessed with a written
examination based on the content covered including
debating topics, novel scenarios, structured
essays, synoptic exploration of psychological
controversies and questions requiring a response
to pieces of research. Exam length varies from 1
hour 30 minutes to 2 hours 30 minutes.

CAREER OPPORTUNITIES
AND PROGRESSION
This specification provides a suitable foundation
for the study of Psychology or a related area
through a range of higher education courses
(e.g. law, education, medical and social science
programmes); progression to the next level of
vocational qualifications (e.g. in the areas of caring,
sports management or business); or direct entry into
employment. In addition, the specification provides
a coherent, satisfying and worthwhile course of
study for learners who do not progress to further
study in this subject. It provides opportunities to
gain skills applicable in a wide variety of academic
or occupational settings.
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BTEC Level 3 in Uniformed
Protective Services
Gwasanaethau Amddiffyn mewn Lifrai
Head of Department | Mr K. Hazel
Examination Board | Pearson

COURSE OUTLINE
The course will develop the practical knowledge,
skills and understanding that students need to
prepare for their chosen career.

ENTRY REQUIREMENTS
An active interest in and enjoyment of
Protective Services and Outdoor activities,
together with a willingness to work hard
and meet deadlines.

HOW WILL I BE ASSESSED?
Most of the course is assessed through coursework
and practical application. Two of the units are
assessed through online exams.

CAREER OPPORTUNITIES
AND PROGRESSION
BTEC Level 3 Diplomas are valued by employers
and higher education (universities and colleges).
You could take a degree or a BTEC Higher National
in a wide range of protective service areas. You
could aim for a career in a wide variety of areas,
for example in Community Policing, Ambulance,
Armed Forces or Youth work.

WHAT WILL I STUDY?
Students following the Diploma in Uniformed
Protective Services course (2, A2 equivalent) will
complete a comprehensive programme of theory
and practical based activities.
All students will study the following 5 mandatory
units:
1. Citizenship and Diversity
2. Behaviour and Discipline in the Uniformed
Protective Services
3. Physical preparation, Health and Wellbeing
4. Teamwork, Leadership and Communication
in the Uniformed Protective Services
5. Government and the Protective Services

In addition to the mandatory units, students will
study up to 4 extra units chosen from the list below:
6. Global Affairs, the Media, and the Uniformed
Protective Services
7. Planning for and Responding to Emergency
Incidents
8. Skills for Outdoor Activities and the Uniformed
Protective Services
9. Expedition Skills
10. Developing Personal Fitness Programmes
11. Introduction to Criminology
12. Police Powers and the Law
13. Professional Development in the Uniformed
Protective Services
14. Criminal Investigation Procedures and Practice
15. Technological Systems to Support Service Delivery
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Religious Studies
Astudiaethau Crefyddol
Head of Department | Mrs E Moodie
Examination Board | WJEC

COURSE OUTLINE
There is a key term in the subject of Religious
Studies- ITS RELEVANCE.
Religious Studies is relevant to people, places,
decisions, attitudes, policies, planning, responses
and actions and all aspects of the society around
us. Religious Studies has a scope so large that its
influence cannot be measured.
The three areas that will be studied will allow you
to develop an interest in and enthusiasm for the
study of religion and relate it to the wider world,
also encouraging you to reflect on and develop
your own values, opinions and attitudes in light
of religion.
The course will stretch your mind. The varied
nature of the course allows the use of many
learning strategies such as classroom studies,
internet research, debate and individual
investigation.

ENTRY REQUIREMENTS
An active interest and enjoyment of
Religious Studies together with a willingness
to meet deadlines. Students are expected to
have a GCSE at C or above.

WHAT WILL I STUDY?
The areas of study include:
Buddhism and how its teachings are understood
in the modern world
Problems associated with trying to prove the
existence of God
The nature of evil
Why there is suffering
Ethical theories and how they apply to abortion
and the use of nuclear weapons
Whether or not meditation is an escape from life
Whether Religious belief is real or an illusion

HOW WILL I BE ASSESSED?
The entire A Level is assessed through
examinations. Unit 1 and 2 will be completed at
the end of Year 12 and are worth 20% of the final
grade each. Units 3 and 4 will be examined at the
end of Year 13 and are worth 30% of the final
grade each.

CAREER OPPORTUNITIES AND PROGRESSION
Students studying Religious Studies have many opportunities to access university education and then
careers including Teaching, Housing, Travel and Tourism, Journalism, Social Work, Religious Ministry,
Retail Management, Personnel Management, Library Archives, Publishing, Politics, Law and Journalism.
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BTEC Level 3 in SPORT
(Coaching and Development)
(Datblygiad ac Hyfforddiant)
Head of Department | Mr A Waring
Examination Board | Pearson

COURSE OUTLINE
Sport, Coaching and Development is a practical,
work-related course. You learn by completing
projects and assignments that are based on
realistic workplace situations, activities and
demands.

ENTRY REQUIREMENTS
An active interest in and enjoyment of PE
and Sport, together with a willingness to
work hard and meet deadlines.
This is an ideal course for those students
that successfully completed the GCSE PE
and BTEC Sport L2 courses at KS4 however
this is not a prerequisite.

HOW WILL I BE ASSESSED?
The BTEC Level 3 National Diploma has the
equivalence of two GCE A Levels (A*-E) and
therefore must be chosen in both option columns.
The BTEC Level 3 Extended Diploma has the
equivalence of three GCE A Levels (A*-E) and
therefore must be chosen in three option columns.
There are no examinations for this qualification
so the approach is different to the traditional
A-levels. The assessment of the course involves
100% coursework so it appeals to learners
who prefer portfolio-based assessments. The
assessments cover a wide variety of sport,
coaching and exercise investigations and topics.
Learners will also be allocated ‘Coaching Sessions’
on their timetables where they will be assigned
to PE staff teaching younger students. These
sessions are compulsory and will make up the
necessary coaching hours learners will need to
log to complete two of the mandatory units.
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WHAT WILL I STUDY?
Students following the Diploma course (2 A2 equivalent) will complete 8 units whilst students following the
Extended Diploma (3 A2 equivalent) will complete 13 units.
All students will follow the mandatory units.
Careers in the Sport and Active Leisure Industry
Health, Wellbeing and Sport
Developing Coaching Skills
Applied Coaching Skills
Research Project in Sport
Sport Development
Self-employment in Sport & Physical Activity
Students will also follow an additional number of optional units to complete the qualification from the
following areas of, Fitness Testing, Fitness Training, Sport Psychology, Anatomy and Physiology for Sport,
Sports Nutrition and Practical Sports Performance.
In addition, students will be expected to complete the Community Sports Leader qualification as this is an
integral part of the Sport Coaching and Development course and links with a number of units covered.

CAREER OPPORTUNITIES AND PROGRESSION
BTEC Level 3 Diplomas are valued by employers and higher education (universities and colleges). You
could take a degree or a BTEC Higher National in a wide range of sport-related areas. If you wanted to get
a job straight away you could aim for a career in a wide variety of areas, for example in Sports Centres,
Sports Coaching or Sports Management.
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Level 3 Applied Diploma in Travel
Teithio
Head of Department | Mr J Nation
Examination Board | WJEC

COURSE OUTLINE
The Tourism industry is dynamic and exciting.
Everything that tourists do while they are on
holiday is considered part of the tourism industry.
The UK is one of the world’s most popular tourism
destinations. Tourism, is a significant contributor
to the UK economy and many businesses depend
on tourism. The WJEC Level 3 qualifications in
Tourism for England and Wales are designed
to provide learners with the underpinning
knowledge, understanding and skills associated
with tourism organisations and activities. The
qualifications will provide a broad basis for
further or higher education or for moving into
employment.

HOW WILL I BE ASSESSED?
Tourism is one of the largest employment sectors
in the UK. The course will prepare you for
employment in the Travel industry.
The course will provide you will the knowledge
to continue your studies to a higher level. Many
of our past students have go to University to the
following courses:
BA (Hons) Tourism
BA (Hons) Tourism Management
BA (Hons) Event Management
BA (Hons) International Tourism Management

ENTRY REQUIREMENTS
A minimum of a C in GCSE English would be
advisable. You will be constantly assessed
on the content and quality of your written
communication in the controlled assessment
and in the exam.
You will be expected to complete a lot of
literacy-based tasks throughout the course.
There is a lot of researching, reading, writing
and discussion in this course, and the ability
to articulate your findings is imperative.
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WHAT WILL I STUDY?
Year 12
Unit 1 - The United Kingdom Tourism Product
(External Assessment)

Year 13
Unit 3 - The Dynamic Tourism Industry
(External Assessment)

Understand what the United Kingdom offers
to inbound and domestic tourists

Tourism is an ever-changing industry which
must adapt quickly to external pressures and
changes in society at the national and global
scale.

Appreciate the range of employment
opportunities available in the tourism industry.
At the end of this unit, learners will have gained
an understanding of the wide range of tourist
destinations within the UK and why it is such a
popular destination. They will also understand
that tourists travel for a wide range of reasons,
not only to go on holiday. The UK tourism industry
is dynamic and is constantly adapting to new
situations. Learners will gain an understanding
of why it is important to continually develop the
tourism product and to successfully market this
to the rest of the world.

At the end of this unit learners will have gained
an understanding of the dynamic nature of the
global tourism industry. They will appreciate
that there are many events and circumstances
over which the industry has no control, but has
to respond to. Learners will appreciate that these
changes are ongoing and that every day world
events are occurring to which the global tourism
industry has to respond.
Unit 4 - Event and Itinerary Planning
(Internal Assessment)

Unit 2 - Worldwide Tourism Destinations
(Internal Assessment)
All tourism destinations have a range of
attractions and facilities.
Destinations acquire an image and reputation
that affects the types of tourists to whom they
appeal.
At the end of this unit learners will have an
understanding of the reasons or motivation for
people to travel to different destinations. They will
appreciate that there is a range of holiday types
that tourists can choose to take. Learners will
have studied a range of short haul and long- haul
destinations and have gained an understanding of
what gives the destinations appeal.

Understand the process of event management
and the nature of tour itineraries within the UK.
What goes into the planning of a tourism
event? How do the various elements of event
planning combine to make a tourism event
successful or not? How important are factors
such as risk assessments, timescales, marketing
and resources? How can unforeseen problems
be anticipated and dealt with? Thousands of
successful tourism events occur every year with
tourists travelling to attend sporting, music and
business events.

HOW WILL I BE ASSESSED?
The Applied Diploma in Tourism is made up of four units (360 GLH: two Certificates units plus two further
units). All units are mandatory.
UNIT

TITLE

ASSESSMENT

GLH

1

The United Kingdom Tourism Product

Externally

90

2*

Worldwide Tourism Destinations

Internal

90

3

The Dynamic Tourism Industry

External

90

4*

Event and Itinerary Planning

Internal

90

Key: * Synoptic
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Welsh Baccalaureate
Y Bac Cymreig
Head of Department | Mrs T Stagg
Examination Board | WJEC

COURSE OUTLINE
The Welsh Baccalaureate is studied by all students
in the Sixth Form. It is designed to develop
the skills required for higher education and
employment and will provide the student with a
broad range of experiences.
The Advanced Skills Challenge Certificate is
equivalent to one A Level and will be graded
A* - E and in recognition of achievement, each
grade will attract UCAS points.

ENTRY REQUIREMENTS
All students following post 16 courses
will be expected to complete the Welsh
Baccalaureate which is available at
Advanced level.

WHAT WILL I STUDY?
The Welsh Baccalaureate is made up of the Skills
Challenge Certificate, GCSEs and supporting
qualifications, and learners will need to complete
all three to succeed.
Throughout the duration of the course, all students
will receive support from a personal tutor who
will provide the guidance needed to help them
stay focused.

CAREER OPPORTUNITIES
AND PROGRESSION
The Welsh Baccalaureate aims to achieve a
broader more balanced curriculum helping
students to develop the knowledge and skills
that higher education institutions and employers
want them to have when they leave school. The
emphasis is on learning through doing and the
same value is placed on vocational as academic
qualifications.
The reputation of the Welsh Baccalaureate
qualification is going from strength to strength
and is now recognised as an extremely worthwhile
qualification by employers and HE Institutions.
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HOW WILL I BE ASSESSED?
All students have 5 timetabled lessons per fortnight. There is no Welsh Baccalaureate examination as
such, but students will be required to undertake controlled assessments which will be carried out in exam
conditions.
The focus of assessment will be on the following seven essential and employability skills:
Literacy
Numeracy
Digital Literacy
Critical Thinking and Problem Solving
Planning and Organisation
Creativity and Innovation
Personal Effectiveness
To achieve the Advanced Welsh Baccalaureate the student must complete the following:

1. The Skills Challenge Certificate consisting of four components:
An Individual Project – This is an independent, research based assignment on an individually selected
subject. Learners will demonstrate the knowledge and skills to produce a written investigation or an
artefact/product supported by written research.
Enterprise and Employability Challenge – for learners to develop enterprising skills and attributes
that enhance employability.
Global Citizenship Challenge – for learners to understand and respond appropriately to a global issue.
Community Challenge – for learners to identify, develop and participate in opportunities that will
benefit the community.
2. GCSEs
GCSE English Language or Welsh Language at grade A* - C and either GCSE Mathematics or GCSE
Mathematics – Numeracy at grade A* - C, both of which satisfy the numeracy requirements.
3. Supporting qualifications
This includes the more traditional qualifications currently offered at school including GCSE, AS/A Levels,
BTEC qualifications. At Advanced Level, Learners will need to achieve any of the following combinations:
Two A levels at grade A* - E
One A level at grade A* - E and a Pass in one Level 3 vocational qualification
A Pass grade in one or two level 3 vocational qualifications which total at least 600 guided learning
hours.
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Welsh Second Language
Cymraeg Ail Iaith
Head of Department | Mrs Bethan Williams
Examination Board | WJEC

HOW WILL I BE ASSESSED?
COURSE OUTLINE
During Year 12 you will study 3 units of work and
the same in Year 13.
Throughout both Year 12 and 13 students will
study the Welsh media, Welsh social, political and
historical life and literature.
As the new AS and A Level courses are aimed at
creating an awareness of and appreciation of all
things Welsh, extra curricular activities through
the medium of Welsh are absolutely vital. You
must be prepared to have fun and enjoy yourself
through the medium of Welsh! But you must be
prepared to work as well!

UNIT 1

UNIT 2

30 minute oral
examination

Approx 1,500
– 2,000 word
project

March/April
of Year 12

May
of Year 12

UNIT 3

UNIT 4

Written
Examination 2hrs

30 minute oral
examination

May
of Year 12

March/April
of Year 13

UNIT 5

UNIT 6

Written
Examination 2hrs

Written
Examination 2hrs

June
of Year 13

June
of Year 13

ENTRY REQUIREMENTS
It is recommended that those wanting to
study Welsh at AS level should have gained
at least a C grade at GCSE.
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WHAT WILL I STUDY?
YEAR 12
Unit 1
Students will study the film Patagonia and talk about it in a group oral assessment. There will also be an
individual presentation based on the topic they’ve chosen for their project. This counts for 15% of the grade.
Unit 2
Students will prepare a personal project based on an aspect of Welsh life. This counts for 10% of the grade.
Unit 3
Students will sit a written examination dealing with the use of language and an element of poetry. This counts
for 15% of the grade.
YEAR 13
If you continue to study Welsh in Year 13 in order to gain the full A Level, you will then complete the following:
Unit 4
Study the play Crash and talk about it in a group oral assessment, referring as well to the film Patagonia and
any other films or literature they have studied over the two year course. There will also be an individual
element to the oral examination. This counts for 25% of the grade.
Unit 5
Study various periods of history relevant to the development of the Welsh language within society. They will
also complete some translation pieces. This counts for 15% of the grade.
Unit 6
Study a small number of short stories and sit a written examination dealing with the use of language. There
will also be a synoptic element linked to the short stories. This counts for 20% of the grade.
It is also of the utmost importance that students watch Welsh television programmes and listen to Welsh
radio as often as possible in order to extend their vocabulary in preparation for the speaking examinations.

CAREER OPPORTUNITIES AND PROGRESSION
Universities and colleges in Wales, Scotland, Ireland and England as well as Europe accept Welsh as a
second or modern language.
Since the Welsh Language Act was passed by parliament all offices, companies, public bodies, privatised
industries, councils etc. in Wales have to have a policy on how they use Welsh in their dealings with the
public. In order to deal with their customers who speak Welsh they have to employ people who can work
through the medium of Welsh. Just look at the jobs that are advertised in Welsh or ask for people who can
use the Welsh language.
With the impact of the Welsh Assembly Government, the growth of S4C and Welsh independent TV
companies, Welsh film companies (Hedd Wyn was nominated for an Oscar), Welsh pop stars (Duffy, Super
Furry Animals, Lost Prophets, Funeral for a Friend), Radio Cymru as well as local radio stations that use
Welsh, there has been a substantial increase in career opportunities for people who can speak Welsh.
Welsh medium education, law, medicine, childcare, nursing, social work and the police are all fields that
are increasing their needs for Welsh speaking professionals.
Every company and business in Wales seek Welsh speaking employees as it is deemed such an advantage.
The possibilities are endless! Do you want to be a part of it? Remember Welsh is not a subject, it‘s a way of
life! So what about you? Do you want to study Welsh in form 6? Felly, beth amdani? Ydych chi am astudio’n
Gymraeg yn nosbarth 6?
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Vocational Courses (Level 2)
Cymwysterau Galwedigaethol
Head of Department | Mr K Hazel
Examination Board | Various

COURSE OUTLINE
This diverse course will develop the practical
knowledge, skills and understanding that students
need to prepare for their chosen career.

ENTRY REQUIREMENTS

WHAT WILL I STUDY?
The course will be designed to suit the needs of all
learners, with a mixture of classroom based study,
vocational experiences, practical based projects
and the use of digital technology.
Potential area of study:
Work Experience

An active interest in and enjoyment of
learning and, together with a willingness to
work hard and meet deadlines.

Career Exploration
Exploring Entrepreneurship
Financial Literacy
Community Based projects

CAREER OPPORTUNITIES
AND PROGRESSION
On completion of the Level 2 course, you could
progress to a Level 3 course. These accreditations
are valued by employers and higher education
(universities and colleges).
Further down the line you could take a degree or
a Higher National Accreditation in a wide range
of areas. You could aim for a career in a wide
variety of areas.

Digital Creativity
Interpersonal Skills
There will be a variety of other options that will
be offered based on student preferences

HOW WILL I BE ASSESSED?
All units are internally assessed through project
work.
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